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Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge
On Thursday 31 October, Shehryar, Jesse and Aimee, along with their mums and Miss
van den Engel, went to the National Library of Australia to accept an award on behalf
of Charles Weston School. The award was for successfully completing the Chief
Minister’s Reading Challenge in the preschool to year two section. Students were
presented their award by the Chief Minister himself, Andrew Barr. Well done to our
junior school for their continued commitment to and enthusiasm for reading.
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Year One Learning Journey
On Thursday 7 November, year one hosted their semester two learning journey. Parents and
families explored learning from our most recent inquiries, ‘Homes connect people with each
other and their environment’ and ‘Family life and the places we live in have changed over time’.
It was a great success and excellent to see so many attendees. In particular, students loved
sharing their writing and reading their narratives to you. Thank you for coming along to show
your support and for always encouraging students in their learning.
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Preschool Assembly and Learning Journey
We’d like to say a big thank you to the beginning of the week preschool classes for the assembly
they presented focusing on an inquiry into waste. A clear message was shared in a song, that
encouraged all members of our community to reduce, reuse and recycle. The preschoolers also
shared how they took action during this inquiry by jointly participating in the Lids4Kids project
with the preschool team from Coombs ELC. This project focused on the collection of plastic lids
by all the students who then washed, sorted and donated the lids so that they may be recycled
and reused to create prosthetic limbs for children. This provided an authentic learning
experience that extended the learning of our preschoolers beyond the boundaries of our school
to those in need. If you are able to donate any additional washed plastic lids, please keep them
coming. Donations can be made to any preschool classroom or to the front office.
Thank you also to all the preschool families who attended their child’s Learning Journey
following the assembly. This provided a wonderful opportunity for us to collaboratively
celebrate all children’s learning and each child was clearly very proud to have members of their
family by their side. Some of the highlights included individual class Acknowledgment to
Country, creative artworks and representations of early literacy and numeracy skills. Many
thanks for your attendance.
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The Nutrition Magician
On Wednesday 6 November all students from preschool to year six were captivated by a
performance by The Nutrition Magician. This was a highly entertaining show that included
magical acts with a bunny, dance, student participation and information on the four principles
for living healthily. These included:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Outdoor play
Water as our drink of choice
Eating from the 5 core food groups
Eating a range of fruits and vegetables that included all colours of the rainbow

Thank you to all our students who modelled our GROW expectation of respect during the show,
and to Mr Kinnane for organising this event for us to learn from and enjoy.
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Year 5 visit to Forrest Primary School
On 7 November, the year fives went to a PYP exhibition at Forrest Primary School. The students
at Forrest talked about the problems and issues of the world. The year sixes of Forrest Primary
performed a dance that included people who have changed the world’s problems. They
showed us 24 issues that could affect the planet and human beings. We went to Forrest Primary
because next year we will be having our own PYP exhibition. We talked to students who were
showing people their own stalls, which all had one topic to tell, such as climate change.
We are all looking forward to our turn to do exhibition next year.
By Elise and Ally from 5/6

Stromlo Transition Visits
On 8 November the year nine students from Stromlo came to Charles Weston to talk to the
year six students about high school, pinpointing concerns, things they will miss and overall what
they think it will be like. These high school peer support groups will come to the school to help
the year sixes transition from primary school to high school every two weeks. These peer
support groups consist of four year nine students who organise games and activities to talk
about high school as well as getting to know the year nine mentors.
By Chloe Pragt

Student Congress
Azka and I attended student congress as the representatives from Charles Weston. At student
congress the theme was, ‘How we can help the environment’. We were given a task that we
had to write dot points about what our school does to help the environment. We then took our
post it notes and walked around the room to share what our school does with different schools
and different ages ranging from year 2 to year 10. We chatted with other students and wrote
about some of the things that our school needs.We also had a chat about world wide problems
and how we can do simple things to help the environment.
By Varsha

PAGE 6

Remembrance Day Commemorative Service
On Monday morning, the Defence students, their parents, friends, teachers and the English
Conversation Group attended the inaugural Remembrance Day Service.
The First World War ended on 11 November 1918 when an armistice was agreed to by both
sides. At 11 o’clock of the eleventh day of the eleventh month the guns finally went quiet and
the war was over.
Since then, Remembrance Day has become an annual event all over the world, a time to reflect
on all the brave young men and women who have fought and died for their country.
Our service was held at the proposed ‘Defence Garden’ site, a place where future
commemorative services will be held, but also a place for quiet reflection.
The Defence students shared their understanding of Remembrance Day, Col Craig Bickell gave
a thought provoking address, we laid a beautifully hand-made poppy wreath created by our
defence parent, Tina Tilley, and we all stood quietly and respectfully for the minute of silence.
The service was followed by morning tea, a lovely opportunity to gather together to discuss the
meaning of Remembrance Day and get to know each other a little better.
Congratulations Defence students for the wonderful tribute, you made us all very proud.

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them."
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Camp Quality Puppet Show
We are very aware that cancer is an illness that has impacted the lives of a number of our
families and in response we invited the respected cancer charity, Camp Quality to the school
to educate the children in an entertaining and sensitive way through a puppet show. The main
message for the junior classes was that cancer is not something that you can catch and that our
friends need extra support if they or their family are sick. The senior classes were provided with
a deeper understanding of the effects of cancer and the struggles and bravery needed when
facing serious health challenges. We hope this also opened up the conversation at home and
reminded students that they are not alone in the struggles they may have experienced or
continue to experience in their personal lives.

2020 Canteen
There will be a meeting to discuss the future of the school canteen on 27 November at 5:30 pm
in the community room. A member of the ACT P+C Association will join us to offer advice and
suggestions. If you would like to see a new and improved canteen in 2020 please come along. It
is important to come along on the night if a school canteen is important to you.

Volunteer Thank you Breakfast - Thursday 5 December
There will be a breakfast held to thank all our volunteer parents, carers, family and community
members on Thursday 5 December in the Community Room at 8:15am.

Three way Interviews and Assemblies
Thank you to those who have taken the time to give feedback on our processes for interviews
and assemblies. There was a clear desire for parents to have more opportunities to speak
privately with teachers about their children and a new interview format will be developed for
next year to ensure this occurs. We are still seeking more ideas for ways to improve our school
assemblies in 2020. Please contact Natalie, our community coordinator, or add your views to
the survey wall at school pick up time and at after school care.
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Bilingual Education Alliance parent education session
We had a small but very interested group of parents attend the talk on Tuesday evening. The
Bilingual Education Alliance are a very informed and passionate group of people that were
happy to answer any questions and share their wealth of knowledge. You can go to their
website for more information https://actbilingual.weebly.com/ including information on
community language schools in Canberra.

GROW Cafe
The GROW cafe is an idea that grew from the impromptu selling of pumpkin soup at break time
by one of our entrepreneurial year six students, Micah. The community ministers Micah, River
and Oliver explored the idea of a breakfast club or cafe. We are also very aware that there is
keen interest from parents and staff for a place to buy a good coffee in the mornings. So the
GROW cafe idea was formed. It will start small by providing coffee to teachers on Wednesday
and Friday mornings as a trial and the idea will evolve from there. It is a great opportunity to
develop confidence and improve financial literacy, while offering a much needed service to our
community. We now have a team of enthusiastic school leaders involved in the project. A big
thank you to Russel, the owner of Atomic, the Questacon cafe (and Hunter’s Dad) for providing
training (and coffee beans) to our year 5/6 students. Also a thankyou to Michelle, India’s Mum,
for the donation of a coffee machine. Russel has also arranged for ongoing coffee bean
donations from Cosmorex. If any one has a milk frothing machine that they would like to donate
it will be gratefully accepted. Apparently we will need one to keep up with demand!
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Mentoring
We have a wonderful group of School Volunteer Program mentors who connect with students
on an individual basis. These relationships are mutually rewarding as the student and
community member connect over a shared activity such as board games and cooking. A group
of year 5/6 students also mentor selected younger students which is building connections and
support across the school.

Preschool Policies and Procedures
Education ACT has recently developed a suite of new preschool policies, procedures and
guidelines to support common practice and compliance obligations, under the Education and
Care Services National Law (ACT) Act 2011 and the Education and Care Services National
Regulations. These documents are available for preschools, schools and our broader learning
community via the ACT Education website. If you have any questions about this please do not
hesitate to speak with your preschool team or the Early Childhood Executive teacher Bianca
Bailetti.

Charles Weston Coombs Parents and Citizens (P+C) Committee Update
Thank you to all the families that joined us at the Family Disco on 2 November. It looked like
everyone had a great time, dancing and catching up. We were very pleased to hear all the
positive feedback and will add it into the calendar for next year.
The P+C ran a second hand uniform stall on Friday 8 November. We sold most of the stock we
had, so are calling on families to donate any unwanted uniforms before the end of the year.
We have a basket in the front office where uniforms can be left. We are especially after sizes
4-6 to help out our new preschool parents.
The next meeting of the P+C (last for the year) will be on 3 December at 7pm and will be a
cookie making for the Carols on the following weekend. If you are good at making gingerbread
cookies or just wanted a chance to talk to other parents over a fun setting, please come join
us on the night. All very welcome.
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Positive Behaviours for Learning
Many parents and carers will have heard about a program called Positive Behaviour for
Learning (PBL) and wondered what it involves. PBL is a framework that schools use to get
everyone - students, staff, families and the school community - on the same page to create a
safe and supportive learning environment for all students. As part of the Program, schools
create clear expectations and rules using positive language, for example "walk" instead of
"don't run". This is done for all areas across the school and everyone involved in the school
community. Students and families are involved in this decision-making process. Schools are
supported in implementing PBL by an external PBL Coach and Senior Psychologist from the
Education Directorate. To find out more, visit the Positive Behaviours for Learning section
of the Education Directorate website.

Resources for promoting safety at school and online
We all have the right to be treated with fairness and dignity. We all have the right to learn and
work in a safe, respectful and supportive school environment that values diversity - an
environment free from bullying, harassment, discrimination and violence. This includes at
school, in the community and online.
The Education Directorate website provides information and resources to help families. It
includes links to useful websites such as the eSafety Commissioner who provides strategies for
families around online safety and the Student Wellbeing Hub and Bullying No Way websites
that provide useful information for parents and young people. To find out more, visit the Safe
and Supportive Schools section and the Being Safe Online section of the Education
Directorate website.

Safe and Supportive School Contact Officers
We are committed to building a diverse and inclusive learning environment that benefits all
our students. As part of this our school has two members of staff, one female and one male,
who support and respond to students who may be experiencing bullying, racial or sexual
harassment. They have undertaken specific training for this important role. They frequently
remind students that they are available to help them with any concerns. If you would like to
know more about the range of approaches we take to ensure our school is safe and supportive
of all students, please talk to your child’s teacher or the principal.
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Positive Behaviours for Learning

Respect - All settings
We are focusing on these expectations:
We speak and act respectfully


We care for property and the environment
 We care for the people in our school
 We respect personal space

At CWSC we are welcoming and inclusive of each other. We show respect to our
environment by keeping it clean and walking on the paths.
We have been doing really well to reduce the number of incidents.
REMEMBER WE HAVE A GOAL TO REACH 3500 to have an extended experience.
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Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) Milestone Awards

Growth Mindset
Bronze

Organisation
Bronze

Respect
Bronze
Kanishka- KMR

Wellbeing
Bronze

Aisha- KCD

Eline – KJS

Brock – KMR

Ehan – KMR

Dani – 3/4AP

Elizabeth – 1HC

Aryan - KRW

Jayden -5/6MW

Theo – 1HC
Rozmin – 1MS
Arvin – 3/4DC
Karthik -3/4DC
Iaan -3/4KC
Karsten – 3/4DC

Growth Mindset
Gold

Organisation
Gold

Respect
Gold

Cooper – 2JT

Koen – 1HC

Varsha – 5/6LS

Ella – 3/4AP

Wellbeing
Gold
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Growth Mindset
Silver
Barach -2JT

Organisation
Silver
Leo - KJS

Respect
Silver

Wellbeing
Silver

Kyle – 1HC

Koen – 1HC

Lachlan – 2JT

Ryan – 1HC

Rania – 3/4DC

Eliza – 2LT

Barach – 2JT

Jesse – 3/4AP
Eamon – 5/6LS

Growth Mindset
Bronze Seedling
Rodrigo – 3/4HT

Organisation
Bronze Seedling

Respect
Bronze Seedling

Wellbeing
Bronze Seedling
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Term Calendar
Term 4
Week 6
18 Nov22Nov

Monday
Storytime
Monday in the
Library 9:15

Tuesday
Molonglo
Playgroup
9:30 – 11:30

Wednesday
Preschool
Playgroup 9:1510:45

Year 1 Little A’s
Clinic

Thursday
Softball Clinic
Yr3-6

Friday
Assembly - 9:15

PBL Spot Prize –
Extended Break
time

Year 6 Bandstrav
Rehearsal 9:3012:30
Week 7
25 Nov 29 Nov

Storytime
Monday in the
Library 9:15

Molonglo
Playgroup
9:30 – 11:30

Preschool
Playgroup 9:1510:45
Christian
Education
9:00am-3:00
pm

Week 8
2 Dec –
6 Dec

Storytime
Monday in the
Library 9:15
Stay and Play
9:30-10:30
Stay and Play
1:30-2:30

Week 9
9 Dec –
13 Dec

Storytime
Monday in the
Library 9:15

Week 10
16 Dec –
19 Dec

MovingUp
Session
Storytime
Monday in the
Library 9:15

Molonglo
Playgroup
9:30 – 11:30

Preschool
Playgroup 9:1510:45

Newsletter

Softball Clinic
Yr3-6

Softball Clinic
Yr3-6
Election Day

ACT Athletics
Carnival
8:30-3:30

Year 2 Learning
Journey 2:303:30

Molonglo
Playgroup
9:30 – 11:30

Preschool
Playgroup 9:1510:45

Molonglo
Playgroup
9:30 – 11:30

Moving Up
Session
Preschool
Playgroup 9:1510:45

Prime Minister
Election
Speeches

Newsletter

Last Day of
Term

Assembly - 9:15
Stay and Play
9:30-10:30
Stay and Play
1:30-2:30
Kindergartend
Learning
Journey 10:0010:45
Moving Up
Session
Year 6
Graduation and
Celebration
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Weet-Bix TRYathlon
Registrations for the 2020 Weet-Bix TRYathlon are now open. Students of all ages are able to
enter. Visit https://www.tryathlon.com.au/ for more information.
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