School Review

Issue 15 | Term 3 Week 7 | 5 September 2019

Book Week
ACT Multicultural Awards

Develop and sustain a collaborative teaching and learning
culture with high expectations of success for all students
School Review

Parent Members
Karol Czarnota
Tim Mansfield
Jo Stratton
Teacher Members
Tam Barden
Mark Stephens

School Review
Spreading our wings
Year 1 – New unit of inquiry
Preschool Walks
TOMS- Book Week
Father’s Day Breakfast
ACT Multicultural Awards
Performing Arts News
Year 2 News
P&C News - Calendar

Last week Kerri Clark from
Education ACT and Ron Bamford
from ACER worked alongside the
CWSC team to facilitate our first
School Review. This process is a
system wide initiative that enables
schools to reflect on their efforts to
improve the quality of classroom
teaching, which have resulted in
positive outcomes relating to
student
achievement
and
wellbeing.
Throughout the review process,
Kerri and Ron visited all
classrooms, observed practice and
engaged
in
school
wide
conversations with the School
Board, members of our leadership
team, School Improvement Teams,
year level teams, Specialist teams,
Support teams, Student Parliament
and learning support educators.

In addition to this they spent time
discussing school initiatives with
members of our broader school
community. We would like to say a big
thank you to the following people and
organisations who supported this
process and added to the rich CWSC
community conversation:
• Lisa and Karen from Mingle
• Kate and Pritya from Coombs
Early Learning Centre
• Woden Valley Community
Services
• Janice and Linda from the
School Volunteers Program
• Parent Volunteers
On the final day of the review process,
Ron and Kerry shared their findings with
members of the leadership team and
staff. This provided an opportunity to
celebrate
and
reflect
upon
commendations made by the review
panel relating to our school’s high levels
of growth and achieved outcomes in the
three and a half years since
establishment. Further information will
be shared with our school community
once the full report has been received.
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Spreading our Wings with Catherine
Hydon

Year One - New Unit of Inquiry
We would like to thank all our “friends from the past” who
came and spoke to the year one students as part of the

Last Friday, our preschool team participated
alongside early childhood teachers and educators
from across the ACT to work with Catherine Hydon.

provocation for their new unit of inquiry. Friends from the
past are those who are at least ten years older than our

This provided an opportunity for our team to
consider threshold ideas relating to assessment
processes aligned with the EYLF and NQS. The

This week eight students from the year one cohort joined
their teachers during collaborative planning time to assist

analysis of data in relation to the planning cycle was
reviewed and links were drawn with current
practices within the primary years.

students!

them with the planning of the new unit of inquiry. It was a
fantastic opportunity for both the students and teachers to
share ideas for how to boost the students voice in the unit
of inquiry. The students relished the opportunity to sit on
the big chairs and see the workings of how their teachers
plan. They asked such great questions such as “So do all
the students across the year learn the same thing?” When
asked what they wanted to learn around history the
students posed many questions around indigenous
Australians from the past, who were the first people
worldwide and the differences in families in different
cultures. We look forward to this new unit of inquiry and
seeing the learning as it happens.

Swimming Lessons
Swimming will be taking place in week nine and ten
for 50 students from kindergarten and year one. A
swimming cap for each child has been delivered to
school and these will be distributed to students
during their first session. Swimming caps will be
named and be looked after by the teachers until the
completion of swimming.
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Preschool local walk excursions
PMEB (the kookaburras) went on a local walk this
week around Coombs to look at what bins are on the
side of the road and if there is any rubbish around our
community. To our surprise we found lots of rubbish.
We also collected a great deal of rubbish and bought
P&C Trivia
Night
Save the Date
Friday
August.
it back
to -Preschool
to put into
the16correct
bins. The
children •have
decidedHealthy
on some
future actions after
Mentally
Communities
our walk.•They
are now
in the process of creating cards
Family
Partnerships
Our dedicated P&C
also
focus
on providing
for our community
to help them know what rubbish
Early support
opportunities for• families
to connect. If you are
goes in what bin. We are going to go for another walk
curious to know more about our P&C I encourage you
next week and see if people put out their green bins
to come along. They really are a positive, enthusiastic
and if there is still lots of rubbish around.
and welcoming group of parents. The major events in
term three are the Father’s Day breakfast and a new
event on the calendar, a trivia night. A trivia night is a
fun and relaxed night where people sit in groups of
eight. While enjoying some drinks and snacks they talk
together to answer some questions. A lot of different
topics will be covered and most people discover that
everyone is an expert on something! It is a common
fundraising activity in Australia and if you have never
been to one, come along and experience it for
yourself! Tickets will be $20 and more details will
follow. Please save the date.

Thank you Morning Tea for our Community
volunteers

PMAW Walk on Country
The Echidna have been on various walks this year. Each
walk has a focus based on interests, questions and
linked to our Inquiry units. Recently, we have been
discussing how we can care for the environment. The
children have shown a concern for ensuring the animals
are safe in our Coombs environment. We went on a
walk and used our recycled card and paper mache
binoculars to observe the natural environment. We sat
and reflected on all the things in the natural
environment we were thankful for and drew a
collaborative class map. We used this to create our own
Acknowledgement of Country to the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people.

Echidna’s Acknowledgement of Country
The Echidna's have been taking walks within our local
community and have been thinking about what they
are thankful for as a provocation for developing their
own Acknowledgement to Country. This is what they
are thankful for:
We are thankful to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Peoples.
We can see the insects and animals have been looked
after in the environment.
We will look after the land, water and animals.
We will care for the earth by respecting our planet and
putting our rubbish in the bin.
We will care for the plants by watering them.
We will help others and care for our friends.
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Tournament of the Minds (TOMs)
Students from CWSC visited Campbell High School for the
Tournament of the Minds Challenge last weekend. This year
we had 28 students in four teams.These students all
participated in the Art’s challenge against more than 40
other teams who posed very stiff competition. Our students
demonstrated commitment to the challenge by delivering
great performances, highly creative costumes, backdrops
and props. While we didn’t make it through to the next
round everyone was proud of the way that the teams
stepped up to both the long term and the spontaneous
challenges on the day. Well done to all those involved and
thank you to Mrs Robinson for being our Tournament of
Minds facilitator.
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Create and Foster a positive and welcoming school culture
Our school community has had a very busy fortnight of activities
with Book Week, Limelight, Father’s Day breakfast, Eid Fest and
recognition at the ACT Multicultural Awards.

Book Week
Last Monday during week six, our school celebrated Book Week.
The assembly run by 1BB was a hit and a parade of colour and
creativity was visible throughout the audience. Many thanks to our
families who attended the assembly and supported their children
to create, or find costumes to wear. Here are the list CBCA’s
winning books:
Book of the year for older readers: Between Us by Clare Atkins
Book of the year for younger readers: His Name was Water by
Emily Rodda
Book of the year for early childhood: Tricky’s Bad Day
Picture book of the year: Cicada by Shaun Tan
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A Commendation at the ACT Multicultural
Awards
On Friday night Nicole, Helen Del Guzzo (EAL/D resource
teacher), and Natalie (Community Co-ordinator) were
joined by parents Sally and Patricia at the ACT
Multicultural Awards. We came runner-up in the ACT
Community Organisation awards for making a positive
contribution to multiculturalism in the ACT. It was in
recognition of our successful Neighbour Day event, the
ever growing welcome wall in the school foyer, and the
recently completed language video featuring parents,
grandparents, teachers, students and community
members talking in 30 different languages, and all the
ways our school community celebrates our diversity.

Father’s Day breakfast, gift stall and paper
plane competition.
Once again we had about 100 fathers and other special
males come along to enjoy the morning together with
the students. Watching the children staying so close to
their Dad while waiting in the line for a great breakfast
showed how special it was for the children to enjoy this
special occasion. A photo to remember the day will be
sent home with your child this week.

Performing Arts News

On Thursday 29 August several CWSC students
participated in the Massed Primary Choir at the ACT
Schools Limelight Performance. This year the theme
was “Soaring” in recognition of 50 years since the
moon landing. We sang three pieces: “I’m Flying”,
“Children of the World” and “The Space Race” with a
big combined finale of “Walking on Sunshine”. A fun
time was had by everyone and we would like to thank
all the students who participated for their
commitment as well as their excellent behaviour
backstage. There have been many rehearsals, and
below are a few photos of the technical run as well as
the performance.
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Ukulele Club
There have been many questions about the lunchtime
ukulele club, so here is a bit more information for you all.
Mrs Brereton started the lunchtime club after teaching 3/4

Kulture Break

just show up, have a play every week, or every other week.

Jezeel, a teacher and dancer from New York who
performed for us a few weeks ago with the Kulture Break
Hope Tour, came back to run another special workshop
with our 5/6 team. His message of hope for the future
and taking a positive step in shaping our own happiness
even when things are tough, was well received by our

Mrs Brereton will look at formalising it more in 2020, but

students. He even stayed a little later to shoot some

for now it is just an opportunity for anyone who wants to

hoops with some of the boys - what a champion! Be
prepared to see some of these dance moves at the end

ukulele in class. Some students wanted the opportunity to
play more when that unit ended. This is an informal group
that no one needs to sign up to at this stage. People can

take it. In general we are learning about strumming chords
and singing along. The group has grown and we are starting
to split it into ability groups with some more experienced
students assisting with the beginners.

of the year!

Wear It Purple Day

WHO: anyone and everyone who wants to join in (K-6)
WHEN: Wednesday Break 2 (lunch)
WHERE: Music room

On Friday, many of our staff wore purple to school to
show support for LGBTQIA youth. Wear it Purple Day is

There is no need to bring your own ukulele at the moment
(the school has a class set), and the music is provided.

response to stories of real teenagers suffering real
heartache from the lack of acceptance of their sexuality
or gender identity. Wear it Purple Day is endorsed by the
ACT Government and the Education Directorate as a day
to show solidarity and support for rainbow young people.
Everybody has the right to feel safe at school and to be
proud of who they are. This is the message of Wear it
Purple Day at CWSC and we are proud to endorse it.

an international initiative that was founded in 2010 as a
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School Satisfaction Survey
Thank you to the staff, students and parents and carers
who took the time to complete the annual satisfaction
survey. A participation rate of over thirty percent means
that it provides a good representation of the views of our
school community. The results will be available in Term 4
and will assist in planning ahead for the 2020 school year
and beyond.

Year Level News
Year 2
We have been very busy in year 2 this term!
Unit of inquiries: We have been so busy with our unit of
inquiry learning this term.

Central Idea: ‘People apply their knowledge of forces
and energy to design and create.’

2020 Intention

‘I loved making the marble run because it was fun and I
got to make it with all my friends’ Charlie

We have recently commenced our staffing planning for the
2020 school year.

‘I learnt that gravity won’t make you float and keeps us

If your child will not be returning to Charles Weston School
for 2020 school year, please inform the School Front
Office.

Mobile Phones at School
Please note that mobile phones are not allowed on school
premises during school hours. Every student needs to hand
in their mobile phone to the Front Office at the morning
and collect it at the end of the school day.

on the ground’ - Santi
‘I liked my track I made because I used air resistance,
gravity and we used different forces’ - Olivia
‘I liked making the marble tracks because i could see it
roll, and other people’s inventions’ - Jordan
‘I loved our experiments when we made a paper
airplane to learn about air resistance, and a boat for
buoyancy’ - Aadrika
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Central idea: ‘Learning about the past helps us
understand the present.’
‘I learnt that there was a different type of computer in

Each week we do ‘Maths Game Monday’ where we learn
new games to link with our current learning in number. This

the past’ - Ollie

week we have learnt a new fraction game!
‘We play maths games with our friends and I like doing maths’

‘Learning about the past is very interesting and I like it
alot’ - Fred

- Gia
‘We get to learn new games and choose what game we play

‘I brought in a brick because it connects me to my past’
- Lachie M

and who we play with’ - Aelearah
‘Playing games and answering questions to learn new things’ -

‘We are looking at old things so we can learn more

Juancho

about the past’ - Lui

‘My favourite things about maths game monday is we get to
play new games and learn new things. I get to sit on the red
chair and play with my friends’ - Dreyden

Year 2 reminders:
•

•

Next week on Tuesday 10th September, we are going
on an excursion to Tidbinbilla to look at the indigenous
perspectives in that area. A reminder to return any
notes by Friday.
Soccer clinics will run from week 6-10 on Friday middle
sessions with Canberra United. All students are
involved in these great clinics as part of our PE
program.
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Note from the Charles Weston Coombs Parents and Citizens (P+C)
Committee
We appreciate your help and support. If you are keen to volunteering at a P&C even or would
like to hear more about our upcoming fundraisers please email
charleswestonparents@gmail.com.
Thank you to everyone that helped out and joined in the Father’s Day fun. The weather was
finally on our side. We hope you enjoyed it as much as we did and that the those that got a
gift from the gift stall loved their child’s selection !
The P+C are also in the early planning stages for the end of year Disco. This year it will be
spread over two nights. The senior school on Thursday 6.45-8pm and a Family Disco Saturday
1 November. Watch this space for more details on both events as we get closer to the time.
The next P+C Meeting is on Tuesday 10 September 2019 in the Board Room. All parents and
carers are very welcome to attend.
TRIVIA NIGHT THANK-YOU FROM THE P+C
Thank you to everyone that joined the Trivia Night on Friday 16 April. It was a wildly
successful night, with 15 tables all participating in the fun trivia questions. A big thankyou to
the organising committee (Ruth, Terri, Jo, Shelley and Sally), help with setting up and cleaning
up ( Natalie, Penny, Gaby, Sharyn, Keerthi, Bill & Chell) the trivia question masters (Tim and
Katrina), and hosts on the night (Shelley and Petrina). An equally big thankyou to the
donation of prizes on the night (see below), we could not have done it without you.
· Nespresso - Gail Buchanan
· Coffee vouchers - Lava Coffee Weston Creek
· Mt Stromlo Bike Hire and meal voucher - The Handlebar
· Electric esky- Bespoke Building Services
· Trivia Night trophy - Ray White Canberra (Bree Parker)
· $600 gift voucher for photo session sitting and some prints as the prize for teacher
baby picture guessing game - Susanna Chung
· No Lights No Lycra vouchers - 8 vouchers for the winning trivia night table - Fleur
Lapthorne
· TFE Hotel voucher - Cathryn Evans
· 45mins Parent Coaching session - Jodie Thornton
· Electric toothbrush - Srikanth Karumri of Dental Embassy in Lyneham
· Physiotherapy voucher - Sportscare & Physiotherapy Weston initial assessment
voucher (Meredith Pfohl)
· Silver necklace - Michelle Dickerson Designs
· Pendant earrings - Michelle Dickerson Designs
· Headlamp and bike lights - Illuminati Bike Company
· Plus everyone who donated wine and chocolate – we thank you.
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Positive Behaviours for Learning
This fortnight our PBL focuses are:

Wellbeing
We are focusing on these
expectations:

We keep our hands and
feet to ourselves
We are in the right place
at the right time

These students are showing us how to be in the right place at the right time.

At Charles Weston School we are always with our
class unless we have permission to go elsewhere.
We are aware of others around us by keeping our
hands and feet to ourselves.
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It’s Legacy Week
1-8 September 2019
Legacy supports the families of our veterans who have given their life or
their health, for their country. The week is their annual national appeal to
raise awareness and funds. Funds raised help them continue to assist
over 60,000 beneficiaries, with 96% of them being elderly widows
throughout Australia.
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Term Calendar
Term 3
Week 7
2 Sep6 Sep

Monday
Storytime
Monday in the
Library 9:15

Tuesday
Molonglo
Playgroup
9:30 – 11:30
ICAS Digital

Week 8
9 Sep13 Sep

Storytime
Monday in the
Library 9:15
ICAS Writing

Week 9
16 Sep20 Sep

Wednesday
Christian
Education
9:00am-3:00
pm
Australian Girls
Choir Workshop
9:00-9:30am

Molonglo
Playgroup
9:30 – 11:30

ICAS Science

Year 1 Gym
ACT Athletics
Carnival
8:30-3:30

Storytime
Monday in the
Library 9:15

Yr 2 Tidbinbilla
Excursion
Molonglo
Playgroup
9:30 – 11:30

K-1 Swimming

K-1 Swimming

Storytime
Monday in the
Library 9:15

Molonglo
Playgroup
9:30 – 11:30

School Photos
Preschool M/T
9:00-10:30am
K-1 Swimming

Japanese Fun
day
K-1 Swimming

Friday
Year 2 Soccer
Clinics
11:15 am -12:45
pm

Year 1 Gym

ICAS Speeling
Bee

Assembly - 9:15
Year 2 Soccer
Clinics
11:15 -12:45
Forest of Fame
Disco 12:30-1:15

Newsletter
Year 1 Gym
K-1 Swimming

ICAS English
Week 10
23 Sep27 Sep

Thursday
Newsletter

K-1 Swimming
ICAS
Mathematics
School Photos
Whole School
Preschool
Extra photos
8:00am-1:30pm

K-1 Swimming

K-1 Swimming

Year 2 Soccer
Clinics
11:15 am -12:45
pm
K-1 Swimming

Assembly - 9:15
Year 2 Soccer
Clinics
11:15 -12:45 pm
K-1 Swimming
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Capital Football
School Holiday Clinics on the 9th - 11th of October at the Hawker Football Centre.
The clinics are for new and existing players aged 4-11. We believe the best way to learn
football is by playing football and our curriculum is designed to cater to all skill levels. Our
qualified coaches are there to guide players through fun and football relevant activities and
games, which are stimulating and challenging for all involved.
WHAT TO BRING
Players are advised to bring a hat, full drink bottle, football boots, shin pads, healthy lunch
and snacks to fuel them throughout the day, and to wear weather appropriate clothing.
Football boots are not compulsory and players are welcome to wear joggers. Shin pads are
compulsory for safety.
Please be aware that players attending the clinics may have allergies (e.g. nut) and we ask
that you consider this when packing your child’s food. We also have a no sharing food policy.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Basic first aid and sunscreen will be available to participants throughout the clinic, as will a
drink station/taps for players to fill up their drink bottles. Mandatory breaks are scheduled
throughout the day for players to eat, re-apply sunscreen and stay hydrated.
Participants who require medication will also need to provide the clinic director with an
action plan and show that required medication has been packed each day/where it is kept in
the bag. Alternatively you can leave it with the clinic director each morning when you sign in.
The program runs from 9am to 12pm each day, Parents/Guardians MUST sign their
child/children in and out each day. If someone other than a parent is doing the pick up and
drop off please notify the clinic director in writing.
PROGRAM FEES
$175 per 9 hour clinic for all participants.
Family Discount of 10% is available when registering more than one sibling per clinic.
Daily rates available upon request . All participants will receive a Canberra United
Participation pack and Aldi Miniroos Certificate as well as an exclusive Canberra United Kids
Club Membership which gives your child access to all Canberra United home games and a
chance to high five the players in the tunnel after their warm up.
If you have any questions feel free to send me an email.
Kind regards,
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