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Develop and sustain a collaborative teaching and learning
culture with high expectations of success for all students
Rostrum
the way you expressed yourselves as
Last week students, staff and
some very supportive family
members, gathered in the
library for our Rostrum school
final. This is an annual event
that has been running in ACT
public schools for nearly 50
years! Rostrum provides
students from years three-six
with an opportunity to draft,
edit, and deliver a speech
based on a chosen topic. Each
speech presented by our
students was assessed against a
rigorous criteria, with speeches
initially being delivered in
individual classrooms. Year
level finals were then
conducted, followed by our
school final last week. The
sportsmanship and respect
among all participants, at all
stages, was highly visible. We
would like to congratulate all
children who participated and
acknowledge the hard work,
dedication and confidence it
takes to speak in front of a
group of peers. We would also
like to provide special mention
to all CWSC finalists who
shared their speeches last
Thursday. Congratulations on

positive and inspiring role models in
front of our whole school learning
community. These students include:
Evan Stratton
Abbey Barlow
Toby Aust
Amelia Allan
Zara Welburn
Mahreen Mahmud
Angelina Thomas
Aiyaan Safa

We would like to wish Amelia Allan
luck in the upcoming quarter finals on
Thursday 13 June at St Judes
Primary. Congratulations also to
Aiyaan Safa and Abbey Barlow who
were our two runners up.
What a high standard!
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International Baccalaureate (IB)
candidacy accepted
We are excited to announce that our
application to the International Baccalaureate
(IB) to deliver their Primary Years Programme
(PYP) has been accepted. While our candidacy
will officially commence at the beginning of
September we have already begun our trial
teaching phase. There will be plenty of learning
for all the community and we are planning a
couple of information sessions for families
during week nine. Keep your eye out for a
Seesaw announcement for both a morning
session and an evening session. Also today you
should receive an email with PYP information
“Key findings from research”. We will send out
more information about the IB and the PYP with
each newsletter to help keep you informed.

National Simultaneous Storytelling
(NSS)
Last Wednesday as the clock ticked past 11am,
thousands of children, educators, librarians and
families paused to read the story Alpacas with
Maracas by Matt Cosgrove, all at the same time.
NSS is an annual campaign that takes place
across Australia and aims to encourage children
to read picture books by Australian authors. At
CWSC, NSS was celebrated in a variety of ways
that added impact and depth to the story.
Snowden
Sensei
demonstrated
great
commitment to the cause and translated the
entire story into Japanese. She delivered this
masterpiece to the year two children who were
completely mesmerized by her fluent
interpretation. Other cohorts met in their
shared spaces, while some smaller groups
stopped and shared a more intimate story
telling session.
Our preschool classes were joined by children
from Coombs Early Learning Centre, to share
the story. This session was delivered through
active storytelling which invited the audience to
use percussion instruments, dance and
movement. This resulted in some very engaged
students and a story that sprung to life.
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Passions and pursuits
Last week children from kindergarten to year six
met for their first session of term two passions
and pursuits. Anticipation for these sessions had
been building over the past few weeks and the
students were clearly excited when they met in
their multi aged, collaborative groups. Each
group has been developed based on the
interests, passions and priorities, identified
through student observations and discussion.
Some of the highlights included:
• Braving the sub zero wind chill factor to test
paper aeroplane designs;
• Epic table tennis challenges among forty of
our students;
• Mindful moves during chess;
• Sensory play and creative sculpture with play
dough;
• and a range of creative groups delivering
upcycled projects to inspire sustainability.

Front Office Staff
This week we have officially welcomed Virginia
Morcos as our school secretary. Virginia comes to
us with a wealth of experience from other
schools amongst the ACT. We are excited to have
her as part of the CWSC team. Virginia speaks
English, French, Spanish and Arabic and is looking
forward to speaking with our diverse community
in these languages. A big thank you must go out
to you, the parents and community for your
patience as we work through the recruitment
process and staffing changes. Please come and
introduce yourself, there are a lot of names and
faces to learn in our wonderful Charles Weston
School community.
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The Snuggle Bug Project with Preschool
and the Coombs ELC
In addition to the Passions & Pursuits groups that
were run last Friday, a very special event was held
by our term one, Sewing Group. Last term this group
worked with a buddy from our preschool, or the
Coombs Early Learning Centre, to design and sew a
soft toy called a Snuggle Bug. This project became
known as the Snuggle Bug project, and last week our
children very kindly gifted the toys they had made
to their buddies. It was a touching moment to
observe our students graciously handing over their
beloved snuggle bug and the deep gratitude
expressed by their recipient. We would like to thank
our students for the commitment and generosity
they displayed when gifting their very unique
handmade snuggle bugs. The friendly and gentle
atmosphere during this session demonstrated that
the act of giving builds positive relationships and
strengthens communities.
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Preschool NGA Excursion
This week the preschool children went on their
first excursion to the National Gallery of Australia.
We were very excited about going on our first bus
ride and took great delight in seeing lots of
familiar sights along the way. The trip got even
more exciting when the bus took us for a few
extra laps around the gallery as the driver tried to
find the entrance. While at the gallery we viewed
and discussed many Aboriginal paintings and
sculptures. We ventured out to look at the
Skyspace and into the Sculpture Garden. We are
looking forward to using these artworks as
inspiration for some of our own creations upon
our return to preschool.
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Year 2 Learning Journey
Last Friday, year two had their learning journey
showcasing the amazing cities they created. It was
fantastic to see so many parents and carers come
along to view the cities. We hope you all enjoyed it!
Prior to our learning journey, we hosted assembly.
We shared lots of artwork and maps that we
created, and the best part was singing a song that
year two wrote to the tune of ‘We built this city’.
“My favourite part of assembly was singing our song
about cities!” Isla
“We got to show off our cities that we designed and
built to the kindies and year ones.” Jordan
“It was so much fun showing my family my city I
built!” Jasper
“I loved the whole thing!” Olivia
“Singing the song at assembly was my favourite
part!” Claire
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Create and Foster a positive and welcoming school culture
National Sorry Day Bridge Walk
Last Friday, members from the CWSC Culture Club were
invited with their families to attend the National Sorry
Day Bridge Walk across Commonwealth Bridge. This
provided an opportunity to reflect on the past, share
truths and promote processes for reconciliation. There
was a strong community atmosphere at the walk and
our students connected strongly with the message
being shared. All students walked with pride, holding
our school banner, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
flags and clapping their hand made clap sticks. Special
thanks to our Aboriginal educator, Corey Graffen who
brought his Colemon along complete with locally
sourced ochre. Corey worked with the children to
prepare this using a traditional method and was called
upon to mark up our children’s faces, and the faces of
many new friends that were made on the day. We
would also like to express our gratitude to Manoki’s
father, for his commitment and support on the day.
This event is part of the Education ACT’s Reconciliation
Action Plan. CWSC were very proud to participate and
walk for a cause that promotes respect for the culture
and identity, of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people.
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Eagle Sculpture
Throughout last term we were fortunate to host an
artist in residence, Wiradjuri woman Angela Pisciotta
at our school. This provided an authentic opportunity
for 75 students from years two-six to work in small
groups alongside Angela, to create a very unique
eagle sculpture for our school. In the words of one
student... ‘It is so different (making the sculpture) with
a real Aboriginal artist than a teacher.’ This piece is
of high significance to our community as it is the
Ngunnawal spiritual totem; the totem of some of our
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families, and our
school emblem. The Eagle has been hung
permanently in our school library and it’s story will be
shared as part of our school’s Reconciliation Week
celebrations.
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A message from the P&C
BBQ and Cake Stall
The P&C would like to thank all of our wonderful
volunteers who helped and supported the very
successful Election Day BBQ and cake stall. Special
thanks to those students who helped out for the
whole day and represented our school so well. We
would also like to thank all our parents and carers
who baked tasty cakes and treats for our cake stall.
Both of our stalls raised funds that will help our
school to purchase marquees for school events.
Uniform Sale
The P&C is holding a second hand uniform sale on
Friday 31 May. Please donate any uniforms you no
longer need. These may be placed in the collection
hamper in the front office. The details of the sale are
as follows:
Date: Friday 31 May
Time: 8:15 to 9:15am
Where: Community Room
Price List
Dresses

$15

T-shirts (short and long) $5

Jumpers

$5

Skorts

$5

Pants

$5

Hats

$1

Both cash and credit card will be accepted on the day.
We appreciate your help and support. If you are keen
to volunteer with the P+C or need any information
about our upcoming fundraisers please email
charleswestonparents@gmail.com

PAGE 11

Year Level News
よこそうゆいの先生
WELCOME to CWSC, Yuino Sensei.
This term we welcome our new Japanese teaching
assistant (JTA) to Charles Weston. Yuino Sensei will be
with us until the end of the school year. She has written
a short self introduction for you.
Hello, my name is Yuino.

Homestay
I would like to say a special thank you to Rhea and
Roma Banerji (3/4AP) and their family for welcoming
Yuino Sensei into their home this term. Part of the JTA
programme is for families to have the opportunity to
host a JTA. By doing this, families have the unique
chance to get to know more about the Japanese
language and culture and its people. We are so lucky
that at CWSC so many families have offered to open
their homes to our wonderful Japanese assistant.

Yuino wearing Kimono.
I’m from Kagoshima prefecture. Kagoshima is in the
south of Japan on the island of Kyushu. Did you know
Kagoshima has an active volcano?
I came to Australia to teach everyone Japanese and
Japanese culture.
I like walking, drawing and looking for something fun.
My favorite Japanese food is “Keihan”. It’s a local dish
of Kagoshima and made of rice, soup, mushroom, egg,
pickles and chicken. It’s very yummy. Here is a photo.
Please try it!

I’m looking forward to getting to know you all this
year. Please come and say hello if you see me around
the school.

Yuino’s lovely first host family.

In the Japanese classroom this term
Kindy: The kindergarten students have been working
really hard in Japanese. The students are working on
expressing how they are feeling. Students have also
been learning how to greet friends depending on
the time of the day. We also learn a lot of new
Japanese words through songs. We are learning a
new traditional song this term about Tulips, which
will also help the students learn their colour words.

Learning how to resolve conflict with a traditional
Japanese game of ‘Jyanken’.
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Year one: Students have been continuing with their
unit of work, ‘Where is the Green Sheep?’. We are
learning to read and write Japanese using location
words and adding our knowledge of colour words.
We are also learning to change colour words to
adjectives. Singing in Japanese is a favourite of the
year one classes.

Playing new games in Japanese to help us remember
new vocabulary.

Working on Kanji from a song we have been learning.
Year two: Students have been continuing with our
unit of work, ‘Pets’. In this unit we are learning how
to use sentences to express likes and dislikes using
our prior knowledge of animal names. We are also
learning how to read and write our numbers in
Japanese up to a 100 and beyond. Learning through
song is also another way we learn new vocabulary.

Year three/four: Students have been working really
hard with learning a lot of new vocabulary in
Japanese during term one and continuing into term
two. We are learning how to introduce ourselves in
Japanese. This has included learning to write our
name in Katakana and learning how to say how old
we are. This has meant we need to know how to read
and write our numbers. We have also been learning
how to start and end a self introduction. Ask you
children how we pronounce ‘Hajimemashite’ and
‘Yoroshiku onegaishimasu’?
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Year five/six: Students are continuing to work on their self
introductions. Everyone is choosing the right amount of
information individually to help them succeed in
presenting their introductions. We have spent time
learning how to write our names in Japanese and will be
spending more time this term on numbers. This includes
learning how to write the Kanji for numbers, and also
working on the first Japanese alphabet. The students will
be looking at not just recognising the characters but also
how to write them too. We will spend time on learning
our colour words too, which will give us additional tools
for learning to read more hiragana and adding these to
sentences to express ‘likes’ and ‘dislikes’.

Working on our self introductions with Yuino Sensei.

School safety procedures
As a growing and inclusive school we are constantly
updating our school policies and processes. Recently we
have reflected on the safety of our school environment, in
collaboration with directorate experts, for students of all
abilities from preschool to year six. As a result we have
put some new routines in place. Our classroom buildings
will be locked during class time to enable teachers and
students to focus on learning. The school gates will be
closed soon after the morning bell and opened again at
2:50pm before school pick up. This means that for anyone
collecting their child early or arriving late, they will need
to enter and exit through the front office and speak with
our admin team. Students who need to leave the class
unit during class time will wear a lanyard that says “I am
on a mission with my teacher’s permission”. This will
make it easy for all staff in the school to know that
students are following our wellbeing expectation of being
in the right place at the right time.
We appreciate everyone’s patience as we become
accustomed to these new routines.

PBL Spot Prize
Two weeks ago we held our Sporting Spot Prize
which was a fun game of Bellyball. The top 20
Wellbeing point earners for the year were invited
to play the teachers in a game that can best be
described as baseball crossed with soccer (with a
hint of gymnastics). Congratulations to all who
played a fair game and well done to the students
who tied with the teachers.
In other news, The Forest of Fame students for
term two were announced at last weeks assembly.
Congratulations to the 45 students who will also
be attending a group walk to the local playground
across the pond on Friday.
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Positive Behaviours for Learning
This fortnight our PBL focus is:

Toilets and Sandpit
Respect
We keep the toilets and floors clean (Toilets)

Wellbeing
We use equipment as intended (Playground)
We play outside (Toilets)

These students are showing wellbeing expectations by using the
sandpit for its purpose.
At CWSC we use the toilet for its purpose, going to the bathroom.
If you would like water for the sandpit you’ll need to ask the Preschool
educators to use their hose.
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Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) Milestone Awards
Growth Mindset
Bronze

Organisation
Bronze

Respect
Bronze

Wellbeing
Bronze

Reuben KMR

Connie 1BB

Noah KRW

Lukas KJS

Lewis KHP

Chloe KRW

Eric KRW

Diamond 3/4HT

Abram 3/4AP

Juan 2LT

Kalin KMR

Olivia 2LT

Bella KHP

Abram 3/4AP

Yubi KRW

Elmira KMR

Angus KHP

Alanah KMR

Nish KMR

Chimmi 3/4KC

Angus KHP

Paco KJS

Sambridhi KJS

Aily 1MS

Rhythm 2LT

Leo KJS

Mahdiya 5/6MW

Iaan 3/4KC

Sambridhi KJS

Caroline KHP

Ezaan KHP

Daniyal KHP

Star 1BB

Daniel KJS

Linda 1MS

Varshini KJS
Emma KHP
Varshitha KHP
Ava KJS
Yashvi 1HC
Maryann KHP
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Growth Mindset
Silver

Organisation
Silver

Respect
Silver

Wellbeing
Silver

Aniha 1KV

Oliver 1 HC

Meghana 5/6JC

Madison 3/4DC

Tom 1 BB

Rheana 1BB

Daniel 2LT

Hannah 3/4HT

Shehryar 1KV

Gurmanav 1BB

Sophie 1HC

Sol 2 HS

Isla 2HS

Veronika 1HC

Aiyaan 3/4KC

Amshu 1BB

Santiago 2LT
Abbey 3/4HT

Growth Mindset
Gold
Thomas 3/4KC

Organisation
Gold
Tyler 1HC
Binit 1BB

Respect
Gold
Clay 3/4HT

Wellbeing
Gold
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Term Calendar
Term 2
Week 5
27 May –
31 May

Monday
Public Holiday
Reconciliation
Day

Tuesday
Molonglo
Playgroup
9:30 – 11:30
Preschool
Excursion (NG)

Wednesday

Week 6
3 June –
7 June

Storytime
in the
Library 9:15
South Weston
Cross Country

Molonglo
Playgroup
9:30 – 11:30

Christian
Education

Public Holiday
Queen’s
Birthday

Year 5
combined band
at Chapman
Primary
Molonglo
Playgroup
9:30 – 11:30

Week 8
17 June –
21 June

Storytime
in the
Library 9:15

Kindergarten
Learning
Journey 2:15pm
Molonglo
Playgroup
9:30 – 11:30

Week 9
24 June –
28 June

Storytime
in the
Library 9:15
Kinder Health
Checks

Week 10
1 July –
5 July

Storytime
in the
Library 9:15

Week 7
10 June –
14 June

Kinder Health
Checks
Soccer Gala Day
(Yrs 5-6)

ACT Cross
Country

Thursday
Newsletter
Reconciliation
Assembly
Year 1
Excursion to
NMA
Preschool
Excursion (NG)

Friday
GATEways

Assembly
hosted by
Preschool- 9:15

Newsletter

Year 3/4
Learning
Journey -10am

Assembly
(Kinder)- 9:15
Kinder Health
Checks

Assembly (Year
1)- 9:15
Year 1 Learning
Journey
Last day of
Term
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Second Hand Uniform Sale
The CWSC P+C will open the second hand
uniform stall:
Date: Friday 31 May
Time: 8:15 to 9:15
Where: Community Room
Price List
Dresses $15
T-shirts (short and long) $5
Jumpers $5
Skorts $5
Pants $5
Hats $1
Cash or Credit Card on the day
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Getting vaccinated is the best way to prevent your family getting the flu this
winter. The flu vaccine can save a child’s life.
The vaccine is safe, and everyone 6 months of age and over, including pregnant
women and young children, should get the vaccination.
Children are more likely to contract the flu, spread it around, and are at a higher
risk of serious complications if they get sick. The flu is highly contagious and is
spread easily through childcare centres and schools.
The flu vaccine is free in the ACT for:
•

children aged 6 months to under 5 years

•

pregnant women

•

people 65 years of age and older

•

all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 6 months and older, and

•
people aged 6 months and older with some medical conditions such as severe
asthma, heart or lung disease, diabetes or weakened immune systems.

Where to get your flu vaccination
Everyone can get a flu vaccine from their GP or immunisation provider.
People over 16 years of age can also get a vaccine at some pharmacies.
ACT Government Early Childhood Immunisation Clinics provide a free flu vaccination for
children aged 6 months to under 5 years. To book an appointment, call Community Health
Intake on 02 5124 9977.

Learn more about influenza and where to get your vaccination at
health.act.gov.au/flu

