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Collaborative teaching and learning culture with high 
expectations of success for all students 

The students and staff at CWSC 
have certainly hit the ground 
running this fortnight and it 
doesn’t look like the pace will slow 
down just yet. As you will see 
from the year 5/6 contributions to 
the newsletter they had a 
fabulous time getting to know 
each other at Camp Cooba. A big 
thank you to the teachers, Liz 
Thompson, Mark Stephens and 
Michael Watson for taking such 
great care of our students over 
the three days and encouraging all 
of our students to show their 
growth mindset.  

Year 3/4 also ended last week 
with an excursion to Tidbinbilla, 
this was a great opportunity to 
engage the students with their 
current unit of inquiry. Indigenous 
rangers shared their knowledge of 
the environment and our history. 
It was so pleasing to hear how 
enthusiastic the students were 
and receive compliments on how 
they demonstrated our GROW 
behaviours. 
 
From excursions to carnivals our 
years 3-6 students have truly been 
active participants in their 
learning. 
 

These events have also 
contributed to building positive 
relationships across the school 
between students and staff. 
Thank you to Ryan Kinnane for 
his efficient and detailed 
organisation of our swimming 
carnival. For a number of our 
students in year two, this was 
their first experience of a sports 
carnival and what a day it was. 
From races to novelty events, 
water activities to dryland 
games, there were smiles all 
around and some healthy 
competition. The highlight of 
the day was the concluding race 
that featured teachers versing 
our year six students. 
Congratulations to all students 
who participated in the 
competitive races. All students 
who entered a race received a 
participation point for their 
house with bonus points to 
those students who placed first, 
second or third.  

And the winning house is.. 
Please join us for next week’s 
assembly where the house 
winner will be announced. 
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Create and Foster a Positive and Welcoming School Culture 

 
 

 

  

In Kindergarten this week the focus has been on 
getting to know our little people. Classes have 
been developing their GROW expectations and 
learning about one another. The teachers have 
also started to investigate the level of basic 
literacy and numeracy skills students have come 
to school with via PIPs testing. This is a one-on-
one computer assessment conducted at the 
beginning and end of Kindergarten to help 
teachers with planning and to inform families of 
the progress their children are making in their 
first year of schooling. 

Just a reminder to all Kindergarten families that 
Health Check forms are due back to the front 
office by next Friday 2 March. 

Our preschool students are starting to venture 
further afield. There have been fewer tears and 
more smiles after every preschool session with 
separation from loved ones becoming easier 
each day. A number of our preschoolers have 
asked to play in the ‘big playground’ with 
siblings and friends and are showing great 
confidence in exploring the school beyond the 
preschool fence. 
 

On Wednesday evening we had a fabulous turn 
out for our parent information sessions. Thank 
you to all of our staff who stayed to meet and 
greet families and share with our community the 
great learning that is planned across our school 
in 2018. If you were unable to attend you can 
access the presentations on our school website 
and have been posted on Seesaw.  
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What is Happening at CWSC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Level News 

 
The year has started off with busy and bubbly students and staff. Our wonderful 5/6 students have already 

been on an excursion to the Australian Electoral Commission as a provocation for their Government unit of 

inquiry and an exciting three days on camp! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Electoral Commission 

During this excursion, students got to ask questions about and 

investigate the history of voting, a the role of the Senate, and the House of Representatives. Students also 

had a chance to experience how to vote and had a go at counting votes. It was a valuable excursion and it set 

students up with lots of wonderings for the rest of the inquiry. 

 
Passions & Pursuits kicks off this Friday 
afternoon at 1.45pm. This is a rewarding 
initiative which involves students from K-6 
getting to know other students and teachers 
outside their class and participate in interest 
based activities. 

 
Next week will be our first assembly for 2018. 
This will be a special assembly where our year 
six student leaders will be officially ‘inducted’ 
into their school parliament roles. All families 
are welcome to join us in the hall starting at 
9.15am.  We will also be celebrating the 
achievement of Lenita who works in our front 
office.  Lenita was a joint winner in the 
Emerging Young Leader category of the ACT 
Chief Ministers Inclusion Awards. 

During week 6 all teachers will have a day off 
class where they will be available to meet with 
students and their families to set student goals 
for 2018. Timeslots will be available 
commencing at 8am and concluding at 6pm. 
Details about how to book an interview time 
have been sent home with students today. 

 
Individual Learning Plan (ILP) meetings will also 
be conducted over the next few weeks for 
students who require additional support, 
intervention, or enrichment to enable them to 
successfully access and participate in the 
curriculum. Our inclusion support teacher, 
Shannon Homes, will be coordinating these 
meetings with families, the class teacher, and 
any additional support people who will be 
working with our students this semester. 
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Year 5/6 Camp Cooba  

 

What a great three days we had at Camp Cooba!  

Over the camp students conquered amazing heights, faced and overcame fears of mud and water, rode 

mountain bikes, bush walked and built dirt buggies. 
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School Board Elections 
 

We have received three nominations for the parent and citizen positions on our School Board. Ballot papers will 

be sent home on Monday 26 February 2018. If you do not receive a ballot paper please contact the front office for 

a replacement. 

  Voting will open on Monday 26 February 2018 at 11:00am.  

Voting will close at 11am on Monday 5 March 2018. No late votes will be accepted.  

Please read all instructions carefully. 

Please direct any questions to the Assistant Returning Officer, Suzanne Vincent on 6142 0404 or 

suzanne.vincent@ed.act.edu.au  

 

Introducing your 2018 Nominees 

 

Ben English:  
Over the last two years I have had the privilege of being on the Charles Weston School 

Board. I have four children, two of whom attend the school. Matilda in year 5 and Eli 

in year 1. I am married to Miriam who some of you may have met at school pickup or 

drop-off, and who is also involved in the school P&C. 

I have worked in our local community for a number of years as a member of the Our 

Molonglo Group, as a pastor of Stromlo Christian Church, and coaching a team with 

the Weston Molonglo Football Club. I also enjoy mountain biking and making the most 

of what our area has to offer. As a teacher I have experience in the NSW private 

system and in the ACT private and public systems. I currently work as the K-12 Digital 

Technologies Co-ordinator at Trinity Christian School having a passion for encouraging students to code and learn 

robotics from a young age. 

As a parent who is keen to invest in this community, I would love to continue to be involved on the school board, 

to help out where I can, and work with the school to ensure our children get the best education possible. 

 

Dr Karol Czarnota:  

Karol is a geoscientist who leads a team of researchers at Geoscience 

Australia. He is married to Sarah and they have two children, Emilia (year 1) 

and Teddy (Edward; pre-school) who both attend Charles Weston School. 

Karol lives in Coombs and is part of the Stromlo Christian Church which meets 

in the school hall on Sundays. Karol values education and community, which 

is why he would like to serve on the school board.  

 

  

mailto:suzanne.vincent@ed.act.edu.au
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Tim Mansfield:  

As a member of the Charles Weston School Board since its beginnings in 2016, and as the 

parent of two CWS students (James in Year 5 and Lachie in Year 1), I enthusiastically seek 

your support to continue to contribute to our school community as a Parent 

representative.  

Our school is fortunate to have some outstanding facilities, a terrific team of staff, and an 

executive who are determined to be at the forefront of what’s best when it comes to our 

children’s education and wellbeing. I am keen to provide parental input and governance 

support to help ensure the School continues to make wise decisions when it comes to how 

we go about delivering success in the now whilst planning for the future.  

My interest and skills in community building come from my work of five years as Deputy Head of a residential 

college at the ANU and as an active member of the Molonglo Valley community group. My experience as a senior 

administrator at the ANU would see that I brought practical skills and knowledge that could help the Board 

operate effectively and efficiently.  

Charles Weston School P+C 
 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our first meeting.  It was wonderful to see so many parents.  If you 

couldn’t make it there is still plenty of time to share ideas for activities for the year at the next meeting. 

The P+C will also hold its Annual General Meeting on March 27 2018, at 7pm in the community room.  This is the 

meeting that will elect the officer bearers (President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary and Public Officer) for 

the year.  We will provide more information about these roles and how you can nominate for them. 

Do you have any uniforms that have been outgrown and still in good condition? The P+C have begun collecting for 

our used uniform pool. The black hamper in the front office is for parents to donate unwanted uniforms. There 

will be a second hand uniform sale on Friday April 13, between 8:45-9:15.  More details will follow. However if 

you want to know more about the uniform pool please contact charleswestonparents@gmail.com 

Bulb catalogue will come home shortly.  This is our major fundraiser of the year.  Orders are due Friday March 23. 

Let’s spread the flowers all over the Molonglo Valley.  

If you have any questions or want more information please email charleswestonparents@gmail.com 

Connect with us on FACEBOOK  Charles Weston School Coombs Parents 
  

mailto:charleswestonparents@gmail.com
mailto:charleswestonparents@gmail.com
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Community Co-ordinator News 
 
Meet and Mingle 
The first Meet and Mingle for the year will be before the school assembly next Friday.   The Mobile 
Coffee Van “Our Dream Café” will be near the carpark closest to the gym.   So come and buy a 
coffee and stay for a bit to chat with other parents and staff before the assembly.    
 
Class Parents 
There are now Class Parents at Charles Weston.  A Class Parent will welcome new families to the 
class, be another contact person for parents and organise the occasional picnic or dinner for 
interested families.  Look out for their invite for an informal get together sometime this term.  It is 
a great way to get to know families and your child’s friends!    
 
English Conversation Group 
Would you like to improve your English in a relaxed and friendly group?  Join us on Mondays 1:30 -
3:00 p.m.   Parents and Grandparents are all welcome.   There will be toys to play with for any 
toddlers that come along.    
 
Wednesday Playgroup 
We have a new playgroup for 3-4 year olds.  This is a great way to prepare for preschool with the 
support of parents/grandparents.   It is a small, friendly group with group time, outdoor play, craft 
and books. It is held on Wednesdays 1:30 – 3:00 p.m.        
 
Monday Storytime  
Do you have a spare half hour after school drop off?  Visit the library for a story and simple craft 
with your younger children under five years. Come and join us for a story.      
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Term Calendar 

 
Term 1 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week 3 
19-23 Feb 

 Swimming 
Carnival 
Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 

Parent 
Information 
Evening 
Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 

Newsletter  
Year 5/6  

Meet & Mingle 
8:45 – 9:10 
Passions and 
Pursuits 
 

Week 4  
26 Feb – 4 
March 

Under 5’s Story 
Time 9:15 – 9:45 
English 
Conversation 1:30 
– 3:00 

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 

 Meet & Mingle 
8:45 – 9:10 
Assembly 
Parliament 
Induction 
9:10 – 10:00 
Passions and 
Pursuits 

Week 5  
5-9 March 

Under 5’s Story 
Time 9:15 – 9:45 
English 
Conversation 1:30 
– 3:00 

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 

Newsletter 
Year 1/2 

Meet & Mingle 
8:45 – 9:10 
Passions and 
Pursuits 

Week 6 
12-16 
March 

Canberra Day 
Public Holiday 
 

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 
Yr 5/6 Parliament 
house excursion 
Yr 3/4 National 
Museum 
excursion 
Goal Setting 
Interviews 

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 
Goal Setting 
Interviews 

Goal Setting 
Interviews 

Meet & Mingle 
8:45 – 9:10 
Assembly Year 3/4 
Goal Setting 
Interviews  
 

Week 7 
19 – 23 
March 

Under 5’s Story 
Time 9:15 – 9:45 
English 
Conversation 1:30 
– 3:00 

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 
Christian 
Education 

Newsletter 
Year 3/4 

Meet & Mingle 
8:45 – 9:10 
Passions and 
Pursuits 

Week 8 
26 – 30 
March 

Under 5’s Story 
Time 9:15 – 9:45 
English 
Conversation 1:30 
– 3:00 

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 

 Good Friday 
public holiday  

Week 9  
2-6 April 

Easter Monday 
public holiday  

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 

Newsletter 
Kindergarten 

Meet & Mingle 
8:45 – 9:10 
GATEWAYS 
Science 
Passions and 
Pursuits 

Week 10  
9 – 13 
April  

Under 5’s Story 
Time 9:15 – 9:45 
English 
Conversation 1:30 
– 3:00 

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 

Playgroup 
9:30 – 11:30 

 Meet & Mingle 
8:45 – 9:10 
Assembly 
Kindergarten 9:10 
– 10:00 
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Community News  
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80 Woodberry Avenue, Coombs ACT 2611 
Ph 02 6142 0404 
Email charlesweston@ed.act.edu.au 
Web www.charlesweston.act.edu.au 
 

ABN. 62 364 519 252 
 

21 February 2018 

3 Way Goal Setting Interviews 

Term 1, 2018 
Dear Parents/carers 

Learning is a shared responsibility between the school and family. To support this we are conducting 3 way 
interviews, where students, their parents/carers and the class teacher work together to set learning goals for 
the year. It is intended that these goals will develop areas where students display strength as well as develop 
areas of need. 
 
When:   Tuesday 13 March 2018 to Friday 16 March 2018 
  Please see over for which day your child’s class teacher is conducting interviews. 
 
Time:  Interviews commence at 8:00am and conclude at 6:00pm.  

Interviews are only 15 minutes.  Please assist us by arriving 5 minutes before your interview 
time. If further time is required the teacher will set an additional meeting for a later date 
 

Where:  Community Room (adjacent to the library) 
 
Who:   Parents/carers and students 
 
RSVP: Please use the online booking system outlined below to see the schedule of times available 

for your child’s teacher and make a booking suitable to your family 
  Bookings open:   6:30pm  Wednesday 20 February 2018 

Bookings close:   11pm Wednesday 14 March 2018 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you require support to log on to the booking system please see one of our Front Office staff who will be 
happy to assist. 
 
Nicole Nicholson 
Deputy Principal 

Step 1: Go to School Online Booking System (SOBS) https://sobs.com.au/pt/loginpage.php 

Step 2: Click on the ‘parent access’ button 

Step 3: Type in our school name ‘Charles Weston School’ 

Step 4: Enter your personal details as prompted (Preschool is “PREP”) 

Step 5: Select Book Interview button against each child 

Step 6: Select each child’s class teacher 

Step 7: Select your preferred timeslot for each child that is showing as available. 

 

 

mailto:charlesweston@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.charlesweston.act.edu.au/
https://sobs.com.au/pt/loginpage.php


DAY DATE CLASS 

TUESDAY 13 March 

PMCD – Preschool, Christina Dunne 
PMCK – Preschool, Champa Kaluarachchi 
KKV – Kindergarten, Kaitlin van den Engel 
1/2RW – Year 1/2, Renee Waters 

WEDNESDAY 14 March 

KTE – Kindergarten, Tracey Elliott 
1/2 HD – Year 1/2, Helen Del Guzzo 
3/4JC – Year 3/4, Jodie Cochrane 
5/6MS – Year 5/6, Mark Stephens 

THURSDAY 15 March 

PTCK – Preschool, Champa Kaluarachchi 
KHP – Kindergarten, Holly Pelengaris 
3/4DC – Year 3/4, Dave Combe  
3/4JT – Year 3/4, Jennie Thomas 
5/6LT – Year 5/6, Liz Thompson 

FRIDAY 16 March 

PTCD – Preschool, Christina Dunne 
KEB – Kindergarten, Ellen Baillie 
1/2HS – Year 1/2, Hayley Stensholt 
1/2KC – Year 1/2, Karen Cossins 
5/6MW – Year 5/6, Michael Watson 

 


