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Develop and sustain a collaborative teaching and learning 
culture with high expectations of success for all students 

Inquiry Learning and the Primary 
Years Programme 

 
Last Friday teachers attended an 
International Baccalaureate Primary 
Years Programme (PYP) Induction 
day held by the local PYP network. 
We have a school improvement team 
dedicated to implementing our 
inquiry approach which is made up of 
one teacher from each cohort, a 
resource teacher, and led by our 
Deputy Principal.  
Inquiry pedagogy is already strong at 
our school and by the end of the day 
the team felt confident to lead our 
school journey towards candidacy. It 
is exciting to be growing our skills 
around inquiry learning and building 
our understanding of the framework 
that the IB will provide the school as 
we begin implementing and trial 
teaching within the Primary Years 
Programme.  
Friday was a good opportunity to join 
with other local PYP schools and 
become a part of the strong network 
with whom we will share our 
experiences. 
In the coming weeks the team will 
lead a learning session where staff 
will examine our beliefs around 
international mindedness and 

explore ways we can strengthen this 
within various units of inquiry. The 
team will continue to provide 
updates on our learning and progress 
as this journey unfolds. 
Our application for candidacy will be 
submitted by the end of the month. 
 
Passions and Pursuits 

 
On Friday students were thrilled to 
begin another term of Passions and 
Pursuits. There are some familiar 
activities on offer including Coerver 
Soccer, Dance Nation, cooking and 
origami in addition to some new 
offerings such as cosy cubbies, 
upcycling and sewing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buroinjin 
Buroinjin 

Buroinjin  
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On Thursday 14 March some 5/6 students from 
Charles Weston attended the ACT Primary School’s 
Buroinjin Tournament. Buroinjin is an Indigenous ball 
game traditionally played by the Kabi Kabi people of 
Southern Queensland. The game was played with a 
ball made of kangaroo skin which was called a 
buroinjin. We played with a small soccer ball and had 
to pass it around amongst our team to score points by 
hitting a post.  
 
Two Charles Weston teams of about nine people 
competed on the day. We played against five different 
schools. Both teams won a game each and had lots of 
fun! We got better each game and learnt lots of new 
skills. We’d like to thank Jo Stratton for volunteering 
to coach one of our teams on the day. Thank you Jo.  
In summary the day was all about having fun and 
playing the Indigenous game - we had a great time.  
 
Written by: Elise Harradine and Julia Bickell 
 
 
 

NAPLAN 
 
Early next term, students in years three and five will be 
undertaking NAPLAN testing. These tests are in the 
areas of reading, writing, numeracy, and grammar and 
punctuation. The majority of the testing is conducted 
online, however, year three will be doing a paper test 
for writing. A letter was sent home this week to families 
with more information. If you wish to withdraw your 
child from testing, or have any other questions about 
NAPLAN could you please contact the school and speak 
to Karen Cossins (year three) or Lyndsey Simcoe (year 
five).  
 

Goal setting 

 
In week five, families attended three way goal setting 
interviews. It was great to see so many people invested 
in contributing to student learning goals. Three way 
plans have now been uploaded to Seesaw so that you 
can continue to discuss the goals with your child. If you 
do not have access to your child’s goals, or you did not 
attend an interview, please contact the class teacher.  
 

ACT Primary Concert Band 

Congratulations to Julia Bickell  5/6JC for being selected 
in the ACT Primary Concert Band for 2019. 
This is a great achievement! 
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Be the Best You Can Be Sports Day 
 
On Thursday 7 March, five students from 
Charles Weston School attended the Be The 
Best You Can Be sports day at the AIS track 
and field facility. Throughout the day, our 
students participated in several different 
sports run by ACT Sports, including 
basketball, soccer, rugby union, and 
athletics. 
 
It ended with an amazing dance party run by 
Woden School students, where several of 
Canberra’s mascots competed in a very 
humorous dance off. It was an enjoyable day 
had by all. Well done to those students who 
attended.  
 

 

Sporting Acheivements 
 
Chloe 5/6JC  had a successful weekend 
against some tough competition at the 
Australian Interschools Mountain Biking 
championships. All up there were about 30 
girls in Chloe's division.  
 
Results were as follows:  
 
Cross country - 1st place 
Pump competition - 4th place  
Downhill - 14th place (first time in this type of 
riding). 
 
In the cross country Chloe raced against all 
the girls up to year 12 and came in 6th out of 
over 100 girls and won her division. 

 
Well done Chloe! 
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Create and foster a positive and welcoming school culture 

 

 Neighbour Day meet ups 

 

Last week we had lots of families come together 
to plan their stall for Neighbour Day.  It has been 
wonderful to be part of the discussions about 
culture and to see families already making new 
connections - which is the premise for Neighbour 
Day.  We are all looking forward to a great event.    
A note with further details about joining us on the 
day or participating as a stall holder will be sent on 
Friday.   
 

 
 
Mosaic Reveal at Stromlo Cottage 
 

This afternoon (4:30-6pm) at Stromlo Cottage we 
will celebrate six months of hard work. This has 
been led by our very own Tracey Elliott who 
shared her skills as a mosaic artist; going above 
and beyond her role as a teacher. This began as a 
Passions and Pursuits class and continued as many 
worked together to create this art piece. There 
have been over ifty people involved since we 
began in September. A special thanks to our 
dedicated team of parents; Toni, Carolyn, Tina, 
Sofia, Sudah, and Patricia, who spent countless 
hours. Next time you are out at Stromlo Cottage 
please take the time to admire this artwork and 
perhaps you will be able to point out a few pieces 
that you contributed.     
 

Community Coordinator Update 
 

It is an exciting term with many opportunities for 
families to be part of the school community in a 
variety of ways.   The mosaic artwork was an 
opportunity for students and parents/carers to 
learn together and promote the value of lifelong 
learning.  It has also been a chance for parents to 
do something just for themselves;  a rare 
opportunity for many.  The final result is 
impressive. 
 
 Neighbour Day planning has been another 
opportunity for families to connect and  the event 
on 31 March will be a chance for this to be shared 
with others within the community.  We hope you 
learn something new about others within your 

community and also discover things that we all have in 
common.     
 
There are several CWSC sports teams forming in the 
coming weeks as winter sports commence. We have 
teams entered in netball and also soccer through 
Weston Molonglo Club. 
  
Look out for Class Connectors by the end of the term.  If 
you would like to nominate in this role as a parent 
representative please let me know.   
 

Storytime is growing every week with thirty families 
joining us for songs and stories.  If you have a little one 
and a spare half an hour on a Monday morning please 
join us.   Whatever their age, or level of concentration 
there will be something for them to enjoy. 
 
Engligh Conversation group now has two volunteers to 
assist.  This has meant that we now have two groups; 
one for those who have only been in Australia for a 
short time and have a little English and another group 
who enjoy the chance to speak in their additional 
language English, while their children play.   
 
Our additional Friday playgroup is slowly growing and 
our Tuesday playgroup is now at a more manageable 
size for the enjoyment of all.   
 

I hope that this wide selection of activities has met the 
need and interest for those looking for opportunities to 
be involved in our school community.     
                                                                                                 
Natalie  
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        Growth Mindset 
Bronze 

 
Organisation 

Bronze 
 

 
Respect 
Bronze 

 

 
Wellbeing 

Bronze 
 

 Samanyu 3/4DC Samanyu 3/4DC  Diamond 3/4DC Will 3/4DC 

Zara 2HS Ethan 3/4DC Ella KMR Donte 1HC 

Haseeb 1BB Chloe 5/6JC Ava KMR Siri 1BB 

Caelan 1BB Takai 3/4DC Parmvir 3/4AP Haseeb 1BB 

Charlotte 1KV Sneha 1BB Nish KMR Isaiah 3/4HT 

Robbie 5/6MW Hunter KMR Daniel KJS Ranbir 3/4AP 

Selita 1BB Liam 3/4AP Olivia KMR Eve 1HC 

Isabella 3/4 Jacob 5/6JC Dreyden 2HS Molly 1KV 

 Nihal 2LT Leo KJS  

 Franklin KJS Liam 3/4AP  

 Lailani 5/6MW Amelia KCD  

Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) Milestone Awards 
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Growth Mindset  

Silver 
 

 
Organisation 

Silver 
 

 
Respect  

Silver 
 

 
Wellbeing 

Silver  
 

Precious 5/6LS Emma 1BB Precious 5/6LS Karl 3/4HT 

Dylan 1KV Rozmin 1MS Dominic 2LT Owen 3/4HT 

 Sarvi 1MS Louie 1HC  

 Paula 1KV Paige 1BB  

 Lachie 2JT Santiago 2LT  

 Rijan 5/6JC Binit 1BB  

 Hugo 5/6MW   

 Paige 1BB   

 Hassan 1BB   

 
Growth Mindset  

Gold 
 

 
Organisation 

Gold 
 

 
Respect  

Gold 
 

 
Wellbeing 

Gold 
 

Dylan 3/4KC Abdu 5/6JC   
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PBL Focus for Weeks 7 and 8 
 

 This fortnight our PBL focus is: 

 
Respect and Growth Mindset 

 

We are focusing on these expectations: 

We care for property and the environment 
We participate. 

We are all learners. 
 

We need to keep our school environment clean by 
picking up any rubbish in the playground.  
 
When with our class we need to make sure we are 
having a go with our work and participating in the 
group.  
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Year Level News 

Preschool news 

 

What a fantastic beginning of term one we have had at 
preschool. We have been very busy learning everyone’s 
names, making new friends and exploring everything 
there is to investigate at preschool. It has been great 
watching the children learn and grow confident in their 
environment over these first few weeks. 
 

Our inquiry this term has been learning all about ‘How 
we grow’. We have been exploring how unique we are 
and how to respond to diversity with respect in our 
classroom. We have welcomed the collaborative 
partnership with families and building on the 
home/school connection as each class is creating a 
family tree in their classroom. It has been such an 
enriching learning experience finding out more  about 
everyone’s family and seeing our trees grow. These can 
be seen in our classrooms. 
 

Thank you to the families who have met with us during 
our three-way interviews two weeks ago. We are seeing 
growth and positive development in the children 
already. 
 

If you would like to volunteer in your child's classroom, 
please see your child’s teacher. 
 

Our Library days are: 
Kookaburras, Koalas and Echidnas - Monday 

Magpies and the Platypus group - Thursday 
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Term 1 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week 7 
18 March- 
22 march 

Storytime 
Monday in the 
Library 9:15 
 
English 
Converstion 
Classes 
 

Molonglo 
Playgroup 

9:00 – 11:00 

Christian 
Education 

Newsletter Playgroup 
9:00 – 11:00 

 

Week 8 
25 March- 
29 March 

Storytime 
Monday in 
the 
Library 9:15 
 
English 
Converstion 
Classes  

Molonglo 
Playgroup 

9:00 – 11:00 

 Athletics                                                                                                                    
Carnival 
Yrs. 2-6 

 

   3/4 
          Assembly- 

    9:15 
 

         Playgroup 
          9-00 - 11:00 

Week 9 
1 April- 
5 April 
 

Storytime 
Monday in 
the 
Library 9:15 
 
 
English 
Converstion 
Classes 
 
 
 

Molonglo 
Playgroup 

9:00 – 11:00 

 South 
Weston                                              

Swimming                            
Carnival 

Newsletter 

     GATEWAYS 
 

     Playgroup 
      9:00 – 11:00 

 

Week 10 
8 April- 
12 April 

Storytime 
Monday in 
the 
Library 9:15 
 
 
English 
Converstion 
Classes 
 
 
 

Molonglo 
Playgroup 

9:00 – 11:00 

 Athletics 
Carnival P-2 

 

    Year 5/6 
      Assembly 

9:15 
 

     Playgroup 
       9:00 – 11:00 

 
     Last day of  term 

Term Calendar 
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Charles Weston School P+C 

 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 26 March 2019 
from 7pm for anyone interested in helping out 
during the year.  At this meeting we will be planning 
for the cross-country lunch, a stall at Neighbour Day 
and the mother’s day breakfast on 10 May 2019. 
 
Second Hand School uniforms: We started the year 
with a uniform stall on Friday 1 February, before 
school returned.  We are planning for other ones 
during the year, so if you have any unwanted 
uniforms, please keep them coming into the Front 
Office.  We have a big black hamper stationed in the 
front office for collection. 
 

The P+C is now on the hunt for a marquee for our 
events.  If anyone knows of a business willing to 
donate a marquee, please let us know at 
charleswestonparents@gmail.com 
 
We are always looking for volunteers even if its 
just to help out at the events, collect donated 
school uniforms or sizzle a sausage.  If you have 
any questions or want more information on the 
volunteering with the P+C please email 
charleswestonparents@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Coerver Soccer 

The April ACT School Holidays are fast 
approaching. Coerver Coaching ACT will again be 
running our Northside and Southside Holiday 
Camps from 15 – 18 April 2019. 

Please click on the link below to book a spot. 

https://www.coerver.com.au/holiday-camps  

 

 

 

 

Defence School Mentor 

At the end of last year we were successful in 
obtaining funding for a Defence Support 
Mentor.   Ruth Gill was selected for the role.  She will 
be available two afternoons a week to support 
children who have a parent in the Defence 
Force.   She is a social worker with experience in 
supporting children and families.  She is also a 
Defence spouse with school aged children.   

Charles Weston recognises the unique challenges 
that Defence children experience. 

Ruth will provide direct support to Defence children, 
ensuring that their welcoming, transitioning and 
farewelling experiences are positive and well 
supported within the school community. She is 
available to provide a range of information and 
programs.   She will also provide direct support to the 
Defence children who are experiencing parental 
separation. The role aims to ensure that Defence 
families not only transition smoothly into the greater 
school community, but they are able to share their 
unique skill set in a positive and collaborative way. 

In the coming week Ruth will make contact with our 
Defence families to introduce herself and offer 
support.  If you are a Defence family and you believe 
the school may not be aware of this,  please do not 
hesitate to contact the Front Office.   

 

mailto:charleswestonparents@gmail.com
https://www.coerver.com.au/holiday-camps
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  Community News 
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