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Newsletter Week 1 Term 1 2018 

Welcome back to our new and existing families who are  joining our Charles 
Weston School Community.  We hope that you have all had an enjoyable, 
restful and productive summer break.  It was wonderful to see all of our 
students looking so happy and excited to be back to school this week. 
 

 

All our teaching teams have had a head start and have spent last week at 
school participating in professional learning, team building and planning for 
the term ahead.  We had some great learning where we increased our 
understanding of teaching writing. We also learnt more about providing calm, 
productive and inquiring learning environments. All staff had some fun with a 
MasterChef team building challenge. 
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One of the CWSC MasterChef teams  

 

 

 

 

 

We have a busy couple of weeks ahead so please keep an eye out for notes, some of which have a short return 

timeframe.  The term calendar is included at the end of this newsletter where important dates are listed.   

The school competitive swimming carnival is coming up soon.  After such a great pool fun day at the end of last year, 

we are looking forward to seeing students aged eight and over back at the pool. The carnival will be held  on Tuesday 

of week three.    

Year 5/6 camp is  on next week. This lucky group will be going to Camp Cooba near Berridale next Wednesday until 

Friday. We look forward to hearing of their adventures and sharing their learning from camp. 

We are looking forward to meeting parents at the P+C welcome picnic tonight at 6:15pm. We would also like to see 
all parents at the parent information sessions to be held on the evening of February 21 between 6:15 and 
7:45pm.  Teaching teams will be explaining their programs for the year and will be providing information relevant to 
that year level.  You will also have the opportunity to meet the specialists and support staff.   
 
As the weather has been quite warm, can we please ask that you make sure that your child/ren are coming to school 
with a drink bottle and sun smart hat.  During the holidays, the strong winds damaged some of our sun shades. We 
are having them replaced, but this is taking a little time so there is not as much shade as usual.  Students really need 
to bring their sun smart hat each day.   
 
This year we have increased both the number of students (380) and the teaching, administrative and support staff.   I 
would like to introduce you to our school team for this year: 
 
 

Leadership Team Kate McMahon - Principal 
Nicole Nicholson - Deputy principal  
Anne Gummow - Executive teacher  
Penny Day  - Executive teacher   
Natalie Dickson - Community Coordinator 
Suzanne Vincent - Business manager  

Administration Team Naomi Wearne - School Secretary 
Paul Dean - Building Services Officer  
Lenita Premnath - Administrative Support 

Preschool Team Champa Kaluarachchi - Teacher 
Christina Dunne  - Teacher 
Amanda Bruhn - Teacher 
Gary Rogers - Educator 
Natalie Meredith - Educator  
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Kindergarten Team Ellen Ballie   
Tracey Elliott  
Holly Pelengaris  
Kaitlin van den Engel  

Year 1/2 Team Karen Cossins  
Helen Del Guzzo  
Hayley Stensholt 
Renee Waters 

Year 3/4 Team Jodie Cochrane 
Dave Combe 
Jennie Thomas 

Year 5/6 Team  Mark Stephens 
Liz Thompson  
Michael Watson 

Specialist Teaching Team Amanda Bruhn - Visual Arts (P-2) 
Penny Day - Library and Digital Technologies(K-6) 
Ryan Kinnane - PE and Health (P-6) 
Emma Snowden - Japanese (K-6) 

Student Support Team Holly Edney - Literacy support/intervention teacher 
James Hamilton - Library and ICT support, learning support assistant 
Shannon Homes - Additional needs specialist teacher 
Sam Thornton - EALD teacher  
Megan Tomlins - School Psychologist (Every second Tuesday and every Wednesday) 

 

Photographs of all our staff, along with a few details about each will be posted on the notice boards around the 
school over the two  weeks. Keep your eye out to learn more about our staff. 
 
All the best for a wonderful 2018 from all of us at Charles Weston School Coombs. 

 

Car Park 

Sadly, over the last few days we have had had a couple of ‘near misses’ in the car park.  It is important that we all 
drive in a manner that is safe and observant.  Car parking is available in three car parks around the school. There is 
also on street parking on Madgwick St.  The drop off and pick up zone next to the school is not for parking.  You pull 
into this area and your child exits or enters the car.  Please do not park and leave your car here as it will restrict the 
use for others.  There are currently building works occurring next to our preschool car park.  Please do not park in 
this carpark as there are still construction works occurring.   This new car park will not be for school use so please 
respect the needs of the community by not parking here in the future.  Please be aware that there are trades people 
working on the ground.  We are working with the building company to ensure the impact to the school of these 
works are minimised. 

ACT policing advise that speed is the most important factor that you can control in the severity of a crash, even if 
you are not the driver ‘at fault’. It might not feel like you are going very fast, but: 

• Pedestrians and cyclists don’t have the protection of a vehicle to cushion them in a crash. They rely on you to 
drive carefully around them.  

• In a Safe System, high - pedestrian use areas (such as school car parks) have a low speed limit. 
• If a pedestrian or cyclist is hit at over 30 km/h they will be seriously injured and may die. 
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Be very careful around children 
• They don’t understand the road rules. 
• They aren’t very good at choosing a safe time to cross the road. 
• They can be impulsive. 
• You might be in control of your vehicle, but you can’t control what children do. The best you can do is 

reduce your speed and be very alert, particularly in school zones, at crossings and around parked cars. 

 

New Staff  

My name is Natalie and I am the community coordinator here at Charles Weston School.  The position was created 
for 2018 in recognition of the value of having a strong school community and the benefit of supporting children and 
their families beyond the class room.     So I am here for families - perhaps you have a question, or need some 
support or want to know where to go for help or information. I am available Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Fridays in person or over the phone.  I am here early on Mondays and until late on Wednesdays for parents 
accessing before or after school care.   

There will be lots of groups and programs throughout the year. So far we have organised to commence in week two: 

 English Conversation Group  for parents and grandparents who want to practise their English on 
Mondays  1:30 – 3:00 pm    

  Molonglo Valley Playgroup for families with children under five and living in the area on Tuesdays at 9:30 -
11:00am 

 Charles Weston Playgroup for current and future families of the school on Wednesdays  at 1:30-3:00pm 

 Storytime in the library for families with children under five living in the area on Mondays  at 9:15-10:45 

 Meet and Mingle which provides a chance to socialise before the school assembly on alternate Fridays    

Thank you for the warm welcome and I hope to meet many more families in the coming weeks.  I can be contacted 
by asking at the Front Office or by email natalie.dickson@ed.act.edu.au  

 

Seesaw 

Seesaw is an app teachers use to share learning and important messages with families. Teachers and students 
upload posts that can be photos or videos of your children, which will give you a notification to view.  You can ‘like’ 
or comment on the post that has been made and teachers can share this with your child in real time.  

Today you will receive a Third Party Permission form that needs to be filled out in order for us to connect you to 
Seesaw. If you have not yet signed up to your child’s profile or would like some assistance with Seesaw please speak 
to your child’s teacher. 

 

Third Party Software Use Permission Notes 

The school uses a variety of external apps to enhance the education of our students. These include Epraise, Seesaw, 
ELLA and PM Online. Today you will receive a note (pink) which we require completed and signed in order for your 
child/ren to be part of that learning. This note is required even if you completed one similar last year as some of the 
apps have changed. 

Please complete and return the signed permission notes as soon as possible so that we can commence issuing points 
and communicating with you, digitally, in real time.  

Please direct any questions to your classroom teacher.  

 

 

mailto:natalie.dickson@ed.act.edu.au
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Charles Weston School P + C  
 
Welcome to 2017 and a big welcome to all our new families.  We hope that the new families enjoyed the little 
welcome pack we put together. Thank you to Miriam English for the idea and the team for putting them together.   
We hope everyone enjoys the Welcome Picnic and it is the first of many to come. 
 
For families that aren’t familiar with the P+C Committee, we are a volunteer group that works together to support 
the school and build our community.  Our first meeting is on  February 20, at 7pm in the Community Room.  All 
parents are very welcome to come along.  This first meeting will be our first planning meeting of the year and 
refreshments of cheese and crackers will be served. 
 
Do you have any uniforms that have been outgrown and still in good condition? Please keep an eye out for the black 
hamper in the front office.  The P+C have begun collecting for our used uniform pool. The black hamper (with a sign)  
 
is for parents to donate unwanted uniforms. It is planned that once we get enough stock we will open a uniform 
shop once a term to sell the clothes. More details will follow. However, if you wanted to know more about the 
uniform pool please contact charleswestonparents@gmail.com 
 
Please keep an eye out for our main fundraiser of the year……. bulbs.  A bulb catalogue will come home shortly. 
Please share with family and friends.  Let’s spread the flowers all over the Molonglo Valley. 
 
The P+C will also hold its Annual General Meeting on March 27 at 7pm in the school community room.  This is the 
meeting that will elect the officer bearers (President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary and Public Officer) for the 
year.  We will provide more information on the roles to all interested parents at the start of next P+C meeting. 
 
If you have any questions or want more information on the volunteering with the P+C please email 
charleswestonparents@gmail.com 
 

Coerver Soccer Coaching 

Below are the days and times for the Charles Weston Skills Clinic.  

 Tuesday 20 February, 3.30pm-5.00pm. 
 Tuesday 27 February, 3.30pm-5.00pm. 
 Tuesday 6 March, 3.30pm-5.00pm. 
 Tuesday 13 March, 3.30pm-5.00pm. 
 Tuesday 20 March, 3.30pm-5.00pm. 
 Tuesday 27 March, 3.30pm-5.00pm. 
 Tuesday 3 April 2018, 3.30pm-5.00pm. 
 Tuesday 10 April 2018, 3.30pm-5.00pm. 

Please click on the link or contact the school to register your child 

https://www.coerver.com.au/courses/charles-weston-skills-clinic  
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The Juniors Competition starts on May 5 and we are taking registration information for any student in years 2-6 who 

would like to play netball in the local area.  

If there is enough interest from students we will look to place all Charles Weston students in the same teams, 

however there are many local teams that you can join. Please email arawangsaturdaynetball@gmail.com with your 

child’s name, school year and contact details and we will help get you ready to take the court.  

Students in Year K and 1 would participate in NetSetGo and registration information will be available on the Arawang 

Netball website in the coming weeks. 

Any queries can be directed to the email address above or 0413 583 299 

http://arawangna.act.netball.com.au  
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2018 Host Families Needed 
 
In 2018 the school will be hosting a volunteer Japanese Language Teacher’s Assistant 
(JTA) from Kagoshima University in southern Japan. During their stay they will be 
assisting in Japanese language classes while also hoping to also improve their English 
skills.  
 
JTAs stay in homes within the school community and pay a contribution towards 
food and board of $170 a week to their host families. Assistants need their own 
rooms but can share the family bathroom. 
 
This program is widely used in ACT schools and is of great benefit to both the 
Japanese program and to the families who become involved. We find that families 
really enjoy this experience as it allows them to expand their knowledge and 
understanding of Japan and its’ people as well as contribute to the corporate life of 
the school. This is an ideal way to encourage your children to engage with Japanese 
language and culture and make lifelong friends. 
 
We are therefore seeking expressions of interest from families who would be willing 
to host our JTA for a period of 6-10 weeks (eight weeks is ideal) in Terms 2 – 4. 
 
If you are unable to host for a 6 – 10 weeks  but are interested in offering weekend 
stays, emergency back up or the occasional social activity please also return the form 
below.    
 
If you are able to assist us or would like more information please return the slip 
below to the front office or email Emma.Snowden@ed.act.edu.au I’ll get in touch. 
This program relies heavily on the support and hospitality of the school community 
and your  generosity is much appreciated. 
 
Emma Snowden 
Japanese Language Teacher 
 

 
Name____________________  Phone________________________ 
 
Children at school__________________________ Class_________ 
 
1. We would be interested in hosting a JTA  
2.  

for a period of   6     8     10 weeks 
in Term               2     3     4 

3.         We would like to offer other support by……. 
   
 
4.        We would like more information on this program. 


