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Develop and sustain a collaborative teaching and learning 
culture with high expectations of success for all students 

Awards Assembly 

 
Our whole school assembly last week 
provided a wonderful opportunity 
for our community  to celebrate and 
acknowledge the student 
achievements within our school 
community. These included: 

• ICAS Awards from the 
University of NSW 

• PBL awards 
• Tournament of the Minds  
• Robocup 

We would like to congratulate all 
children involved in these 
experiences and publicly 
acknowledge their significant 
contributions toward our school 
community. 

 
Outdoor Learning 

 
This year Charles Weston School 
joined 200,000 students around 
Australia to celebrate Outdoor 
Classroom Day. This is an annual 
global event that strives to take 
learning outdoors. Did you know that 
learning outdoors enhances 
memory, increases student levels of 
achievement and engagement, while 

providing opportunities for children 
to establish genuine connections 
with community and country.This 
was evidenced through thoughtful 
outdoor writing produced by 
children in years five and six; and 
mandalas that children in years three 
and four made using natural 
materials as part of our community’s 
continuing Divali celebrations.  

Outdoor writing By Jimmy 5/6 

Outdoor writing Azka 5/6 
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Teacher Professional Learning  
 
This week our leadership team has also attended the 
Strengthening Leaders Symposium which focused on 
using evidence, inquiry and professional learning 
communities to lead successful school improvement. 
 
 The ACT Education Directorate have invited all school 
leaders from across the ACT to attend these sessions 
with system wide goals relating to united leadership 
and the implementation of evidence informed 
decisions. We look forward to enabling this learning 
within our school, while also considering the scope of 
our broader ACT Education network. 
 

 
Last week members of our Preschool team attended  
the Essential Literacy Practices for Early Literacy 
workshop presented by Christine Topfer who is a well 
renowned literacy coach Australia wide. The 
collaborative nature of this workshop enabled 
educators from across the ACT to connect and develop 
a shared understanding surrounding the delivery of rich 
literacy programs within preschool. Christine inspired 
all educators  to embed the delivery of these programs 
within three key elements;  

• Connection to the Early Years Learning 
Framework of Australia 

• Consideration of the 10 Essential Literacy Skills 
for learning 

• The use of rich literature 

 

Class Planning for 2019 

 
We have started the process of class planning for 2019. 
It is helpful for us to know if your child/ren will not be 
returning to CWSC next year. As we have done 
previously, ‘moving up’ sessions will be held in the final 
three weeks of the term. This transition process has 
been extremely positive for our students and staff and 
we have received overwhelming feedback from 
families about how smooth the transition to the new 
school year has been as a result.  
It is our hope this year to build on that process so that 
by the end of these sessions all students will know their 
class placement and teacher for 2019.  
If you are not returning to CWSC or have any specific 
considerations you wish the leadership team to review 
regarding 2019 classes please email Anne Gummow 
anne.gummow@ed.act.edu.au to share your 
information. 

 
 
Gift from the P & C 
 
This week the P&C generously provided our staff with 
appreciation gifts. The teachers were so thankful for 
the yummy afternoon tea that kept them energised 
throughout their staff meeting. The cookie jars will no 

doubt provide some sustenance during report writing! 
 

mailto:anne.gummow@ed.act.edu.au
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Create and foster a positive and welcoming school culture 

Thank you Bunnings 

 
Charles Weston School would like to provide a very big 
thank you to Bunnings at Majura Park for their 
donation of two garden beds and a variety of plants to 
support outdoor learning within the preschool 
environment. This contribution will play a significant 
role in supporting our students to independently 
engage in natural cycles of growth and change, while 
nurturing dispositions such as curiosity and 
responsibility.  
 
The children’s excitement and passion for supporting 
this project was highly evident during the Bunnings visit 
and much of this learning has transferred into the 
children’s play and independent inquiries. Many thanks 
to our preschool team and community for sharing 
wheelbarrows, shovels and their time to move the dirt 
and assist our children with planting. If you have any 
unwanted garden pots that you would like to donate to 
our preschool, our children will eagerly adopt them and 
fill them with additional plants. 

Neighbour Day 

 
This week our school community has been establishing 
working groups to support planning processes for 
Neighbour Day. This will be a celebration of diversity 
within our community that aspires to grow cultural 
competence and awareness. As part of the planning 
process, we have invited families to connect with 
Natalie and the leadership team to identify what 
aspects of culture they would like to share. If you would 
like to become involved please pop in and have a chat 
with Natalie. 
 

Kenny Koala 

 
Last week Kenny Koala visited classes from 
Kindergarten to Year six. These visits were initiated as 
part  of ACT Policing Taskforce Tydeus and Charles 
Weston School’s  response to keeping children safe. 
During these sessions children explored themes 
including road safety, community care, protective 
behaviours, cyber safety and stranger danger. Please 
take the time to talk with your children about what 
they learnt during these sessions. Such practice will 
promote a community wide approach towards keeping 
children safe. 
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        Growth Mindset 
Bronze 

 
Organisation 

Bronze 
 

 
Respect 
Bronze 

 

 
Wellbeing 

Bronze 
 

 Koen KKV Tilley 3/4JC  Ameya 3/4JT Oliver KHP 

Paula KKV Jules 3/4DC Evan 3/4JT Rheana KHP 

Max 1/2MR Tatum KKV  Lucinda 1/2MR 

Siri KTE Parmvir 1/2MR  Nicholas 1/2HS 

Ethan 3/4DC Diamond 3/4DC  Binit KHP 

   Marta KTE 

   Muhammad KHP 

   Avi KHP 

   Aiyaan 3/4DC 

 
Growth Mindset  

Silver 
 

 
Organisation 

Silver 
 

 
Respect  

Silver 
 

 
Wellbeing 

Silver  
 

Beatriz 1/2HS Kiarra 5/6MW Beatriz 1/2HS  

Rodrigo 1/2RW Cristiano 1/2KC Claire 1/2KC  

Donte KEB Kayla 1/2KC   

Ryder 3/4JT Dominic 1/2HS   

 Xavier KEB   

 
Growth Mindset  

Gold 
 

 
Organisation 

Gold 
 

 
Respect  

Gold 
 

 
Wellbeing 

Gold 
 

Clay 1/2KC Yeshua 5/6   

 Jasper 1/2MR   

Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) Milestone Awards 
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PBL Focus for Weeks 5 and 6 
 

Positive Behaviours for Learning 

This fortnight our PBL focus is: 

 

RESPECT 

We are focusing on these expectations: 

  

All Settings - Respect 

We care for property and the environment 

  

At Charles Weston School we are lucky enough to 

have access to brand new technology for all of our 

classes. To make sure we are able to continue using 

our devices, we need to look after them. 

Student Parliament 

 

• We make sure devices are put away 
securely  

 

• We use two hands to carry our devices  
 
 

• We sit down when we are using them 
 

• We use them for their intended use 

Student Parliament 

 
In Parliament during week five  we have been 
discussing how the bills that we have been 
discussing are going to take action. At assembly 
we encouraged the students to bring their bikes 
and scooters to take part in our Wheels program 
which runs on Thursdays and Mondays. At lunch 
times teachers will set up a course around the 
lunch playground on the paths and students can 
ride for the duration of lunch. This activity is 
supervised by adults in our school. 

 

 

 

Nip’s visit to 5/6 last week 

 
Last week Year 5/6 was very lucky to have 
Nip Wijewickrema come in to talk to us 
about her business that she had started 
with her family members. She owns a 
flower business which provides 
employment for people with a disability in 
the Canberra community. She stayed with 
Year 5/6 for a while after, discussing our 
current unit of inquiry on innovations.  
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Community Coordinator Update 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 

 

Charles Weston School Coombs are happy to support 
the St Vincent de Paul’s Christmas Appeal again this 
year. Please donate your non-perishable items in the 
front office to help more families have a happy 
Christmas this year. Some ideas are:- 
 

• Christmas cake/pudding 

• Christmas decorations 

• Bon Bon/wrapping paper 

• Tinned ham 

• Gravy mix 

• Grocery gift card  

• Soft drink or fruit juice 

• Soap or body wash packs 

• Movie vouchers 

• Book vouchers 

• Board games. 
 
You may place your donations at the front office under 
the St Vincent de Paul banner . 
 
Thank you for your contributions. 

 
 
Neightbour  Day Preparation  

 

It has been fantastic meeting with all the groups each 

evening this week. We are organinsing a fanatatsic 

day for march next year. Thank you to all those 

familes who have attended.  
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Year Level News 

Preschool 

 
Preschool children have been learning about our 
community by visiting the local park. We enjoyed 
morning tea and did some activities with the preschool 
community. 

Our preschoolers have also had the opportunity to 
create new garden beds during Outdoor Learning Day 
in week four.   
Thank you to the generous support of Bunnings and 
The Green Shed (ACT Government) for their generous 
donations. The children were so involved and loved 
bringing soil to the garden beds. 
 

 

Sue from Bunnings helping the children with planting.  

Games in the park 

Writing in the park  

Stories in the park 

The beautiful flowers, herbs and strawberries 
we planted. 
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Year 1/2 Mathematics 

 
We have been investigating capacity and measuring in 
Year 1/2 with many engaging and fun hands on 
activities. Sometimes it’s difficult to guess the capacity 
of a container from its shape, so we had to prove 
capacity using our measuring skills. 
 

Kindergarten 

 
Here is KEB planting grass heads with KHP for 
Outdoor Learning Day. We are learning about 
‘Living things have specific needs in order to grow 
and stay healthy.’ 

 

 

Kindergarten have been observing the life cycle 
of hatching chicks over past two weeks as part 
of our inquiry into living things. We have seen 
the them hatch from inside the incubator and 
grow into fluffy chicks. 
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Charles Weston School P+C 

 
Thankyou to the Barges family for creating a new logo 
for the P+C.  We will be having banners and a new sign 
created so when we have are at outside activities we 
are easily recognisable.  The P+C is now on the hunt for 
a marquee for our market stalls.  If anyone knows of a 
business willing to donate a marquee please let us 
know at charleswestonparents@gmail.com  
 
The note for the school disco on Thursday 22 
November is out.  The junior disco is between 6:15-7pm 
(please don’t arrive with students before 7:10pm) and 
the senior disco will be from 7:15-8:30pm.  Tickets are 
$5 per student and include a snack at the end.  If you 
are able to assist with the disco on the night please let 
us know via charleswestonparents@gmail.com or the 
return note.  Glowsticks will be on sale on the night, 50c 

each or 3 for $1.  Proceeds go towards the purchase of 
lunchtime sports equipment for the students. 

 
The P+C is having a stall at the Community Carols from 
6pm on Saturday 1st December.  We are planning for a 
Christmas cookie decorating stall and will make the 
cookies at the next P+C meeting on 27 November 2018, 
in the kitchen near the library.  If you would like to help 
make the cookies, please just come along on the night.  
More details in future newsletters on the cookie 
decorating.  
 
If you have any questions or want more information on 
the volunteering with the P+C please email 
charleswestonparents@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Scholastic Bookclub & Bookpacks 2019 

Thank you for all who purchased books in the 
Bookclub. Your contributions purchased the 
library over $400 of new books. We received 
some wonderful new books for our library this 
week. Thank you to all families.  

 

 

 

Bookpacks 2019 

 
Bookpacks for 2019 are now available for 
ordering through OfficeMax. Keep an eye out 
for the note sent home this week. Bookpacks 
are the stationery items all students need for 
school. These items need to be ordered through 
OfficeMax. The items will be delivered direct to 
the school and given to the classroom teacher. 
We aim to order the amount needed for the 
year. 

 
At Charles Weston School Coombs we work as a 
community of learners and therefore the 
resources are combined and distributed to 
students to use as needed throughout the year. 
In the upper primary years we do provide 
students with many of the resources to manage 
themselves as this helps teach organisation and 
respect for resources.  
 
Please go to 
https://www.officemaxschools.com.au/ to 
place your order. The notes will also be available 
on the school website shortly. Please note that 
all orders made after 16th December incur a 
delivery fee.  
 

mailto:charleswestonparents@gmail.com
mailto:charleswestonparents@gmail.com
https://www.officemaxschools.com.au/
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